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Annual Meeting and Anniversary  
Celebration in Grand Rapids
Over 350 archivists, including MAC members, founders, emeriti members, 
past presidents, and students gathered in Grand Rapids, MI, April 19–21, 2012 
for the 40th MAC Annual Meeting. 
For the most part, the April weather 
behaved, with a few showers breaking 
through otherwise sunny skies. Besides 
the wide range of workshops and sessions, 
attendees were able to celebrate MAC’s 
40th anniversary at events throughout 
the conference.
Kate Theimer officially kicked off the 
conference with her keynote speech “Participatory Archives: Something Old, 
Something New.” Theimer provided her definition of participatory archives, 
explained how that definition has evolved, and gave examples of ways technology 
allows users to more actively participate in archives. The rest of the conference 
featured a diverse range of sessions from archival collection management systems 
to getting and keeping professional jobs.
40th anniversary ice sculpture at the 
MAC 2012 Annual Meeting reception.
Fall Symposium—Engaging Students and Teachers: 
Integrating Primary Sources in K–16 Curriculum
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 18–20, 2012
Recent literature in a variety of disciplines has investigated 
the use of primary sources in classroom settings. These 
studies have provided evidence about the benefits of 
using primary sources in both K–12 and undergradu-
ate classrooms. For example, a January 2011 evaluation 
report of the National History Day (NHD) program, a 
research program that requires students to use primary 
sources, states: “The historical-research training, skills 
and experience of the program transform young people 
into scholars. And further, the innovative instruction from 
National History Day is linked to academic success and 
skills development across ALL subjects, not just history.”1
Teachers find themselves in a conundrum as they strive 
to educate students in a climate that tends to favor the hard sciences and 
mathematics over the social sciences, humanities, and arts. While primary 
sources are more typically used in social studies curricula, these sources bring 
Sidewalk cafes dot the 
streets of Mainstrasse 
Village in Covington, 
KY. Photo by Anne 
Ryckbost.
(Continued on page 5)
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Dear MACers,
The Grand Rapids Annual Meeting was by all accounts a great success! I heard many positive comments about the 
program, local arrangements, and reception—and the 40th anniversary festivities were both fun and meaningful. 
A big thanks to Local Arrangements Cochairs Nancy Richard and Portia Vescio, Program Committee Cochairs 
Beth Myers and Rachel Vagts, 40th Anniversary Committee Chair Tanya Zanish-Belcher, and to their committees 
for all their hard work making the meeting memorable, educational, and energizing. 
Grand Rapids was an opportunity to honor and thank our founders and former leaders and to celebrate and reflect 
on past accomplishments. It was also a time to plan new initiatives, celebrate our new and student members, 
and think about our future. In that same vein, I would like to report on Council’s activities over the past year 
and its plans for 2012–2013.
State of MAC 
It has been an honor to serve as MAC’s president during its 40th anniversary year. As you know, Council focused 
its celebratory efforts on a “$40 for 40” campaign initiated last November to fully fund the Louisa Bowen and 
Archie Motley scholarships. MAC members responded generously with gifts of $2,630 to the Bowen award 
(surpassing the $1,500 goal and endowing the fund) and $4,746 to the Motley fund ($13,500 goal). For its part, 
Council voted on April 19 to provide the necessary funds from MAC’s reserves to endow the Motley award, 
ensuring that both of these important student scholarships are self-sustaining. Thanks to all for your generous 
support—you have made a measurable investment in MAC’s future!
Finances
Over the past year, Council focused much of its attention on MAC’s financial operations. As reported by Treasurer 
Anke Voss, MAC’s financial cash reserves are in good standing, but our 2012 fiscal year operating budget has a 
deficit of nearly $12,000, due in large part to the growing cost of MemberClicks, our on-line service provider. 
As members use this credit card service in greater numbers, MAC is charged a higher fee. Council has paid past 
deficits out of MAC’s fund reserves, but the cost this year has become unmanageable. 
To bring our budget in line, Council has instituted a number of cost-saving measures, including employing a high 
quality, reasonably priced printer; instituting plans to explore new digital delivery options for our publications; 
and establishing a new development task force, led by Mark Greene in coordination with Development Officer 
Ryan Ross, to conduct an 18-month study of MAC’s fundraising activities, including identifying opportunities 
to supplement annual income, scholarships, and program events. And, DMN/AMC, our administrative service 
provider, is graciously reviewing our contract with MemberClicks to identify possible savings. 
Council will also be voting on a $10 membership dues increase at the Fall Symposium in Cincinnati. MAC last 
raised dues in 2001—long before we employed DMN/AMC to manage our administrative needs (2007) or engaged 
MemberClicks’ services (2009). Council will, of course, provide opportunities for the membership to discuss this 
important issue. Great thanks go to Anke Voss for her thorough and conscientious review of our finances, which 
(Continued on page 3)
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has also resulted in changes to our financial reporting and 
a systematic review of tax and auditing needs. 
Financial Advisory Committee—Making Our 
Money Work for Us
MAC’s Financial Advisory Committee, established last 
summer and led by Chair Matt Blessing, has been an 
important resource for guidance and advice this year. In 
addition to suggesting more robust investment options for 
the Bowen funds and providing financial targets for the 
“$40 for 40” campaign, the Committee offered invaluable 
feedback on consolidating investment monies with some 
of our cash reserves to form an endowment, from which 
we will fund MAC’s educational initiatives, including 
a speakers bureau pilot project. Council approved the 
Committee’s recommendations and is in the process of 
establishing this endowment. 
Initiatives 
In 2010–2011, Council drafted a five-year strategic plan 
to guide MAC’s activities. I have highlighted some of the 
past year’s work and new initiatives under the four tenets 
of this blueprint (with some overlap):
Membership: Recruitment and Retention
Membership Marketing Campaign 
The Marketing Tools Task Force will be working on a 
“Got Archives? Get MAC” campaign, to promote MAC 
offerings to archivists outside and within the MAC 
region and to allied professionals who work with archival 
materials. The Task Force, led by Adriana Cuervo, 
has produced a MAC business card for Council and 
others members to use to promote MAC at professional 
conferences and events. There will be more to come!
MAC Table at SAA 2011 (Chicago)
SAA offered each regional archival organization a space at 
its annual meeting for publicity. The MAC table, outfitted 
with publication samples, meeting promotions, and candy 
(very important!), drew a large number of people and netted 
several new members. It also served as a MAC member 
“hang-out”—a great way to connect with friendly MAC 
faces. Look for the MAC table in August at SAA San Diego!
Members’ Professional development 
(Meetings, Mentoring, Publications)
Meeting Services Contract 
After issuing an RFP for meeting services last summer, a 
review committee consisting of Menzi L. Behrnd-Klodt, 
Ann Kenne, Dennis Meissner, Janet Olson, and Mark 
Shelstad evaluated the proposals and made recommen-
dations to Council. In April, we signed a contract with 
DMN/AMC to manage our 2013 Annual Meeting and 
Fall Symposium on a one-year trial basis. Debbie Nolan 
and Greg Brooks from DMN observed the Grand Rapids 
meeting and met with the 2013 Meeting committees. 
Their efforts will allow the Local Arrangements Com-
mittee (LAC) to focus more on development work and 
local outreach. MAC is paying for these services from 
fund reserves and will evaluate the service after the 2013 
Symposium. 
MAC Pals 
Council approved the MAC Pals mentoring initiative, first 
introduced by the St. Paul LAC in 2011, as a permanent 
Membership Committee program. This service matches 
current MAC members with new members attending their 
first Annual Meeting. 
On-Line Publications 
On April 19, Council approved the following recommen-
dations of the On-Line Publications Task Force, formed in 
2011 under the direction of Josh Ranger and Kathy Koch, 
to examine a growing preference for on-line versions of 
MAC publications, as well as the increased printing and 
mailing costs for hard copy versions:
•	 Provide members the option of receiving either the 
on-line or print version of our two serial publications
•	 Create a new Archival Issues subscription-only oppor-
tunity that will be promoted outside the MAC region 
to increase the visibility of the journal 
•	 Experiment next year by offering the Annual Meeting 
program exclusively in digital form and employing 
a postcard-based promotion and expanded pocket 
program to market and provide navigation
In addition, this summer, a new task force will examine 
and redesign the MAC Newsletter with digital trends in 
mind. Look for these changes and your opportunities to 
provide feedback in the coming year!
Educational Resources for Archivists
Speakers Bureau Pilot Project 
MAC’s Education Committee is initiating a two-year 
Speakers Bureau pilot project that will take MAC work-
shops “on the road” within the MAC region to provide 
affordable educational programming to our membership 
and others who are interested. On April 21, Education 
(Continued on page 4)
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Cochair Amy Cooper Cary, Council member and educator 
Michael Doylen, outgoing Treasurer and educator Anke 
Voss, and I met with representatives from nine regional 
organizations (Chicago Area Archivists, for example) 
to discuss the proposal. These representatives expressed 
great interest in the project and provided the Education 
Committee with content suggestions in mid-May. The 
Committee will issue a call for presentation proposals 
with an August 1 deadline.
Archival Issues 
In addition to changing their award schedule to occur 
in odd-numbered years, the journal’s editorial board is 
interested in forming an on-line moderated discussion 
forum to encourage the exchange of ideas on professional 
issues, which will in turn encourage submissions to the 
journal. Council will be creating a new Archival Issues 
subscription-only opportunity that will be promoted 
outside the MAC region to increase the visibility of the 
journal. The board has worked successfully to publish two 
issues of the journal each year.
Infrastructure and Governance: Making MAC 
More Efficient and Effective
Constitution and Bylaws Revision Vote 
Over the past two years, Council has asked the member-
ship to vote on revisions to the MAC Bylaws and Con-
stitution relating to the removal of outdated references, 
like requiring mailings via U.S. post and the Archives 
Committee. In fall 2011, a working group thoroughly 
reviewed the documents and suggested changes to mod-
ernize them to twenty-first-century conventions. Members 
reviewed the changes, posted them to the MAC Web site, 
and, at the April 20 Members’ Meeting, voted to approve 
the revisions. Thanks go to Chair Menzi Behrnd-Klodt 
and members Todd Daniels-Howell, Steve McShane, Josh 
Ranger, and Cheri Thies for their thoughtful treatment 
of these important documents.
On-Line Election 2012
MAC held its first on-line election this winter, using 
MemberClicks’ survey tools. The election process went 
smoothly, although surprisingly fewer people voted in the 
2012 on-line election (154 votes) than had voted in either 
2010 (178 votes) or 2011 (212 votes). 
To close, we have so many dedicated and hardworking 
people to thank for making MAC what it is today. Thank 
you to outgoing officers Mark Shelstad and Anke Voss 
for their tireless work in making MAC run so smoothly; 
to outgoing Council member Deirdre Scaggs for her 
dedication and perspective; to Erik Moore for his terrific 
work as MAC Webmaster; and to Miriam Kahn for 
getting our development records in top shape. Awards 
Chairs Beth Myers, Tom Steman, and Ann Bowers have 
provided important leadership in MAC student and new 
member outreach, and Chair Tanya Zanish-Belcher and 
the Nomination Committee provided us with an excellent 
slate of candidates. As these folks step down from their 
roles, we thank all who are taking over the leadership 
reins—a warm welcome to Menzi Behrnd-Klodt, Daardi 
Sizemore, and Jennifer Johnson!
Best wishes,
Ellen D. Swain
President, Midwest Archives Conference
MAC President Ellen Swain gives the “State of MAC” address.
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Fall Symposium
(Continued from page 1)
(Continued on page 6)
President Ellen Swain offered her “State of MAC” address 
at the Members’ Meeting on Friday afternoon. The 
Members’ Meeting also featured Patrick Quinn, one of 
the MAC founders in attendance, who recounted MAC’s 
history. Other founders, past presidents, and emeriti 
members were honored as part of MAC’s 40th anniversary. 
The Members’ Meeting concluded with previews of the 
2012 Fall Symposium in Cincinnati, Ohio, and the 2013 
Annual Meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Over sixty students attended this year’s MAC Meeting 
and took advantage of the opportunities provided by the 
Program and Local Arrangements Committees. A record-
setting 96 students applied for six student scholarships that 
paid for conference registration. Congratulations to those 
who won the scholarships, and thank you to the donors 
who made them possible! The second annual student 
research session took place on Thursday afternoon and 
allowed Jarrett M. Drake of the University of Michigan 
and Leslie M. Van Veen of Wayne State University to 
present their research. Eight students presented posters on 
their research/projects on Saturday morning, and Jeremy 
Katz from Wright State University won the student poster 
contest and the $100 prize.
The Pals Program, which started in 2011 in St. Paul, 
continued this year in Grand Rapids. Thirty-five new-to-
MAC archivists requested experienced pals to help them 
navigate their first MAC meeting. Many Pals met up at a 
pre-reception mixer that was hosted jointly with the New 
Members Mixer. 
The 40th anniversary reception was held in the Gerald R. 
Ford Presidential Museum, right across the river from the 
meeting hotel. Guests enjoyed a large art exhibit, plentiful 
food and dessert, a live jazz trio, and an ice sculpture 
created by local Grand Rapids company Ice Brigade in 
honor of MAC’s anniversary.  Over four hundred MACers 
attended, including students who used the time to network 
and enjoy the festivities.
A special thank-you goes to our Local Arrangements 
Committee: Nancy Richard and Portia Vescio, cochairs, 
and Pam Berrington, Pat Bravender, Sharon Carlson, 
Matthew Daley, Nicole Garrett, Tim Gleisner, Dick 
Harms, Val Long, Marian Matyn, Pat Nanzer, Tim 
Nelson, and Lori Vargo; and to our Program Committee: 
Elizabeth Myers and Rachel Vagts, cochairs, and Cynthia 
Ghering, Glenn Humphreys, Susan Jacobs, Stephanie 
Kays, Chelle Somsen, Laura Sullivan, and Joel Thoreson.
value to all disciplines, as the aforementioned quotation 
regarding NHD testifies. In her 2007 American Archivist 
article that focuses on the value of primary sources in 
elementary and secondary education, Julia Hendry 
asks a poignant question: “What better way to ensure 
that the policymakers and voters of tomorrow are both 
critical thinkers and sensitive to archival concerns than 
to introduce them at an early age to the usefulness of 
archives?”2
Archivists are well-positioned to assist educators with 
integrating primary sources into the classroom. While the 
use of primary sources in the classroom has many proven 
benefits, the professional literature suggests strategies to 
equip archivists for their role as educators. These methods 
include establishing information literacy standards for 
primary sources, sharing ideas on working with students 
and faculty, and developing effective assignments and class 
sessions. As Peter Carini states, “Archivists need training 
and strategies to address almost all aspects of their roles as 
members of the educational team within secondary and 
higher education.”3 
MAC’s Fall Symposium will gather archivists and educators 
not only to grapple with these questions and concerns, but 
also to learn and discuss methods for connecting students 
with primary sources. The Organizing Committee has 
created a series of objectives for the Symposium:
•	 Learn the benefits of using primary sources in K–16 
curriculum
•	 Understand ways to tailor assignments and class sessions 
to maximize student learning
•	 Increase awareness of the rigorous state standards that 
teachers must meet, particularly in K–12 settings
•	 Recognize how archives can be used to provide resources 
for students
•	 Develop activities, lesson plans, and assignments that 
utilize primary sources 
•	 Provide opportunities for educators and archivists to 
identify best practices for teaching with primary sources
A group of top-notch speakers will lead participants through 
discussions and hands-on activities to meet these objectives. 
Dr. Deanna Sellnow, professor of communication studies 
at the University of Kentucky, will guide attendees through 
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a variety of learning theories, and will demonstrate how 
to adapt lesson plans, assignments, and course projects to 
maximize student learning. Stacia Kuceyeski, manager of 
Educational Programs and Outreach at the Ohio Historical 
Society, will share her knowledge of and experience in 
creatively integrating primary sources into K–12 classrooms. 
Peter Carini, college archivist at Dartmouth College, will 
discuss and model theoretical and pedagogical techniques 
appropriate for primary sources at the college level. 
Symposium participants can earn continuing education 
and/or recertification credits for participating in this 
workshop.
The Symposium will be held at the Radisson Hotel on the 
historic Cincinnati Riverfront in Covington, Kentucky. The 
Radisson is located off of I-71/I-75, within 15 minutes of 
the Cincinnati Airport. Amenities include complimentary 
wireless Internet, balconies, and parking. A complimentary 
shuttle runs from the Cincinnati Airport (CVG) to the hotel 
and provides free area transportation. The program will 
kick off Thursday evening with registration and restaurant 
tours to local neighborhood spots. Transportation will be 
provided.
On Friday, the morning session will be preceded by a 
continental breakfast, and participants will continue to 
network over a catered lunch. Attendees are encouraged 
to stay Friday evening for a special reception in the hotel’s 
restaurant, where they will be treated to stunning skyline 
views. Continental breakfast and break refreshments will 
also be offered on Saturday. 
Following the Symposium, participants are welcome to 
visit the Cincinnati Public Library for a V.I.P. tour of the 
daguerreotype Cincinnati Panorama of 1848, the restoration 
of which has launched engaging education programs and 
interactive exhibits that use  diverse primary source material 
to examine the details captured in the Panorama. 
From old urban neighborhoods to beautiful parks, 
Cincinnati offers visitors an array of experiences. Radisson 
Hotel guests will be close to the John A. Roebling Bridge, 
which opened in 1867 and served as a prototype for the 
Brooklyn Bridge. Covington’s MainStrasse Village, only a 
short walk from the hotel, is filled with eateries. Hop on the 
South Bank Shuttle and head across the river to experience 
Cincinnati’s museums, shops, parks, and restaurants. 
Highlights of the area include the Cincinnati Art Museum, 
lively Fountain Square, and the Gateway Quarter in the 
historic Over-the-Rhine neighborhood. Visitors can also 
(Continued from page 5)
experience the National Underground Railroad Freedom 
Center, the American Jewish Archives, and the Cincinnati 
Museum Center. To learn more about Cincinnati, visit the 
official Web site at http://www.cincinnatiusa.com/.
Registration rates are $140 for MAC members, $190 for 
nonmembers, and $80 for students and K–12 educators. 
K–12 educators must provide employer/school information 
on the registration form to qualify for the educator 
scholarship.
A detailed schedule will be available with forthcoming 
registration materials. If you have questions about local 
arrangements, contact Anne Ryckbost at ryckbosta1@
nku.edu. For program questions, contact Lisa Sjoberg at 
sjoberg@cord.edu. We look forward to seeing you at the 
Symposium in October!
Notes:
1. National History Day, “National Program Evaluation 
Executive Summary,” National History Day Works: 
National Program Evaluation, http://www.nhd.org/
NHDworks.htm.
2. Julia Hendry, “Primary Sources in K–12 Education: 
Opportunities for Archives,” The American Archivist 
70:1 (2007): 129.
3. Peter Carini, “Archivists as Educators: Integrating 
Primary Sources into the Curriculum,” Journal of 
Archival Organization 7:1 (2009): 47.
MAC Thanks
MAC thanks these members for offering their 
time and skills to MAC in the following capacities: 
Mark Shelstad, vice president; Anke Voss, treasurer; 
Deirdre Scaggs, Council; Miriam Kahn, development 
coordinator; Erik Moore, Web master; Elizabeth 
Meyers, Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship for 
Minority Students Committee chair; Ann Bowers, 
Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC Attendees 
chair; Tom Steman, Louisa Bowen Memorial 
Graduate Scholarship chair; Tanya Zanish-Belcher, 
Nominating Committee chair; Lisa Carter, Paul 
Eisloeffel, and David McCartney, 2011 Symposium 
Organizing Committee; Nancy Richard, 2012 Local 
Arrangements Committee chair; Elizabeth Meyers, 
2012 Program Committee chair.
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On MAC’s 40th Anniversary
This is reproduced as written and presented by Steve Masar at the MAC Members’ Meeting on April 20, 2012.  
Look for additional anniversary content in following issues of the MAC Newsletter.
Patrick Quinn and I have been directed to split up eight 
minutes of this meeting to talk about the history of the 
Midwest Archives Conference’s first forty years. Roland 
Baumann asked me this morning whether I had a speaking 
part in these ceremonies. “Yes,” I told him, “but since I 
only get six seconds per year of MAC’s history, you prob-
ably aren’t going to get mentioned at all.” 
Initially, relations with the Society of American Archivists 
were rocky. SAA worried that it would be supplanted by 
the new regional associations, with their lower dues and 
cheaper meetings. It clashed with MAC in particular, since 
we met on their turf in Chicago. 
As things worked out, MAC and the other regionals 
became the training ground for the SAA leadership. MAC 
archivists came to SAA with experience in governance, 
meeting planning, program development, local arrange-
ments, journal, and newsletter editing—the whole panoply 
of skills needed to guide a professional organization.
MAC gave its members the opportunity to do these things 
much earlier in their careers than when SAA’s dozen 
elected offices were the only game in town. Election to 
MAC offices or Council was in itself recognized as an 
honor. Archie Motley once told me that getting elected 
president of MAC while still in his thirties greatly en-
hanced his reputation with his peers and bosses back home.
I don’t have the time to impart all the MAC lore from 
forty years of history. Most colorful was the tradition of 
beer and ice, smuggled into the Bismarck Hotel in Chicago 
by nuns in full regalia, to fill the bathtub at MAC mixers 
(at least until MAC got rich enough that lawyers told us 
to stop doing that sort of thing). The nuns thought the 
whole thing was delightfully naughty. 
No time to talk about the time we first realized MAC had 
enough money in its treasury to buy enough SAA member-
ships to do a hostile takeover of the national organization. 
How many fascinating people we got to meet, especially 
before the rise of graduate archival programs, when almost 
every [archivist] you met had had a previous career. No 
time to talk about decades of inspired silliness.
MAC’s founders saw its mission as primarily one of 
education, where archivists from larger institutions could 
share their specialized 
skills with archivists 
from smaller institu-
tions, public libraries, 
religious organizations, 
and the like. Our suc-
cess is undeniable. By 
my rough estimation, there have been some fifteen 
thousand (!) individual registrations at MAC’s meetings 
over the past forty years. People keep coming: we must 
be doing something right.
I leave you with what I have long advocated to be The 
Archivists’ Motto: “What’s Past ... Is Backlog.” Thank you.
 C
elebra
ting 40 Years 
1972 – 2012
In the driver’s Seat: MAC at Indy
The 2013 Program Committee (PC) is ready to put you “In 
the Driver’s Seat.” Whatever your mode of transportation, 
we want to hear how you are making things run in your 
collections. The formal Call for Proposals is available on-
line, but here are a few suggestions to set your imaginations 
in motion:
•	 “What I Did Not Learn in Archives School but 
Needed to Know!” This could be a panel with new 
and experienced managers exchanging perspectives on 
a predetermined topic.
•	 Are collaborative groups or partnerships working for 
you? If you are taking a team approach, how do you 
recruit members and navigate to your destination 
successfully? 
•	 What innovative paths are you taking to bring users 
into the archives?
•	 If vendors, instructional technologists (IT), or others 
are your traveling companions, how is that working 
out? IT and vendor panel members welcome! What are 
your perspectives on working with archivists?
Read the complete Call for Proposals and submit on-line 
at http://www.midwestarchives.org/2013proposals. If you 
have questions, or wish to submit ideas in another way, 
contact your 2013 PC Cochairs Anne Thomason, Earlham 
College Archivist at thomaan@earlham.edu or 765-
983-1743, and Meg Miner, Illinois Wesleyan University 
Archivist at mminer@iwu.edu or 309-556-1538.
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Winners of the MAC 40th Anniversary Poetry/Haiku Contest
Thanks to everyone who laid down some rhymes to help us celebrate!
First Place: Kevin B. Leonard
Beer in the bathtub 
How did sailors get in here? 
My head hurts so much
Second Place: George Bain
Come Time’s Tomorrow
For those of us who were there in the early years
We are now looking backward more than we look 
forward,
Moving toward the end of our course in time.
You younger ones who will see the 50th and later,
Do you wonder about that earlier time?
We who now settle in before ten
Were in a youthful professional group,
We had more energy then
And often pushed the clock past midnight
Before winding up the day.
Our mixers were much less formal.
All it took for fun and conviviality
Was a hotel room, six packs, and a bathtub filled with 
ice.
Was it hotel managers who changed that—or our 
“maturity”?
Ah, the business meetings were often very lively, 
raucous, and feisty then,
Especially when dues were an issue.
There were the first times for daycare then
But no Equal Rights Amendment.
There were softball games where SOA beat MAC
Every time until the last game;
There were the Minnesotans
With their great performances of “Raiders of the Lost 
Archives.”
There was Chicago and the Bismarck every Spring
Where the hardware store fellows got top billing on 
the marquee
And the Cook County Democratic Party had its 
headquarters in rooms
Close by city and county governmental offices.
Do not misread us for being nostalgic,
Nay, ’tis not that we say.
Rather ’tis joy for the creation we share
And the hope the newer faces of today will carry our 
MAC forward into time’s tomorrow.
Third Place: daria Labinsky
Oil
Smelling, touching oil
On records from Pearl Harbor
Evokes history
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Speakers Bureau Pilot Project
The Education Committee is looking for sponsoring 
institutions and presenters to host and offer workshops 
for the Speakers Bureau pilot project. A submission 
form will be available soon. The deadline to submit 
presentation topics is August 1, 2012.
Organizations Honored: National 
History day and Prairie Broadcasting
The MAC Presidents’ Award honors contributions to 
archives and archivists by persons or organizations not 
directly involved in archival work. “Dakota Datebook” 
is a radio program that airs four times a day, 365 days 
a year, by Prairie Public Broadcasting in Fargo, North 
Dakota. The two- to three-minute broadcasts, “This Day 
in History,” feature a variety of news events, reports, and 
biographies. The source of the broadcast content comes 
from the archives of the State Historical Society of North 
Dakota, North Dakota State University, and the Univer-
sity of North Dakota’s historical collections, as researched 
by a cadre of historians and writers. In their tenth year, 
the broadcasts share North Dakota history, based on rich 
and extensive archival resources, with a broad audience. 
Following the broadcasts, transcriptions are placed on the 
Prairie Broadcasting Web site: http://www.prairiepublic 
.org/radio/dakota-datebook. Although unable to be at 
our Annual Meeting, Bill Thomas, director of the radio 
division, later received the award at the annual meeting 
of Prairie Public Broadcasting in Bismarck.
The second Presidents’ Award recipient has also had a 
long-time influence in encouraging significant use of 
archival resources around the country. National History 
Day, Washington, D.C. (NHD), with origins in the state 
of Ohio, has been challenging students in grades 6–12 to 
learn more about history through exploring topics on a 
set yearly theme since 1974. According to an independent 
study in 2010, students who participate in NHD are bet-
ter than their non-participating peers, not only in social 
studies, but also in reading, writing, math, and science 
classes. NHD also provides resources for teachers: http://
www.nhd.org. A MAC program session at the Annual 
Meeting featured a panel of archivists who shared their 
experiences working with NHD students and teachers. On 
behalf of NHD Executive Director Cathy Gorn, Director 
of Curriculum Ann Claunch accepted the award during 
the MAC awards ceremony in Grand Rapids.
For more information about the MAC Presidents’ Award, 
contact your state’s committee representative, or see the 
MAC Web page for a nomination form, criteria, and 
deadlines. 
Jarrett drake and Carrie Phillips 
Awarded Emeritus Scholarships
The 2012 recipients of the Emeritus Scholarship for 
First-Time MAC Meeting Attendees are Jarrett Drake 
and Carrie Phillips. Drake is enrolled in the Archives and 
Records Management Program, an academic program 
within the University of Michigan School of Information. 
He shared his student paper on documenting controversial 
materials at the Annual Meeting. Phillips is the archives 
and special collections librarian for Bluffton University in 
Ohio. She is active in state professional associations and 
enjoyed participating in her first MAC meeting. Both will 
be reporting on their MAC experiences in the next issue 
of the Newsletter.
Lydia Lucas, Karen Koka, Stephanie Crowe, and Ann 
Bowers served on the 2012 Emeritus Scholarship Commit-
tee. The Scholarship provides financial assistance for travel 
and conference expenses to individuals who have never 
attended a MAC meeting. Applicants do not need to be 
MAC members or reside in the MAC region. Information 
about the Scholarship is available on the MAC Web site. 
Call for Nominations
Interested in serving MAC? The Nominating 
Committee is gathering names for next year’s election 
slate for president, secretary, and two Council 
members. If you know of persons you believe would 
be good candidates, please forward their names to 
Nominating Committee Chair Anke Voss at avoss@
tufl.info. Committee members are Alison Stankrauff 
and Michelle Sweetser.
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Remembering Louisa Bowen
This is reproduced as written and presented by Paul Anderson at the MAC Members’ Meeting on April 20, 2012.
I am pleased to write about Louisa Bowen, in whose 
memory the MAC Scholarship for Graduate Students in 
Archival Administration is named. I was her husband as 
well as a career archivist like her, so [I] can testify firsthand 
to Louisa’s experiences from her university training on 
through two decades of eventful professional life. I think 
her career exemplifies well the variety, and even a measure 
of adventure, that archives can open up to a student.
Louisa entered the School of Library Science at Wayne 
State University in late 1973 with a plan to study archival 
administration under Professor Philip Mason. She was 
only 23 at the time. I recall the two of us met during her 
first tour of the Wayne State library, I having begun my 
own work there only a term earlier. Labor union records 
and related manuscripts, of course, were the archival 
specialty. I was assigned to mentor Louisa in her first foray 
into processing—as I recall, a collection relating to the 
Airline Pilots Association. Two years later, we remained 
colleagues at Wayne State when the Reuther Library, 
built to house the labor, urban, and university archival 
collections, was dedicated. During the interval, Louisa also 
interned with [the Michigan State Archives, inventorying] 
Detroit municipal records and with the Burton Historical 
Collection of the [Detroit] Public Library. In 1975, she 
completed her M.L.S., but continued as a staff member 
of the Reuther Library.
In late 1976, Louisa moved to New York to take a two-
year grant-funded position with the National Board of 
the YWCA. Her assignment was to inventory, describe, 
and restore organizational records, a large portion of 
which existed solely on deteriorated microfilm. It was a 
sometimes arduous task, but she so completely identified 
with the ideals and programs of the institution and its 
leadership that she enjoyed the challenge. She compiled 
a book-length guide to the collection. Besides, New 
York was where she wanted to live and hoped to secure 
a permanent position. She found an Upper West Side 
apartment (rents there were incredibly reasonable then). To 
enhance her credentials, she began study towards a master’s 
in history at NYU in 1977. Ultimately, other factors in 
her life intervened—we were engaged to be married in 
1978 (I having moved from Detroit, first to the Virgin 
Islands, then the University of Southern Mississippi in 
Hattiesburg).
In 1978, after our wedding, Louisa continued her 
archival career in at the Mississippi Valley Collection of 
Memphis State University—a second two-year grant-
funded position, and the closest respectable job opening 
to Hattiesburg (a mere 300 miles distant!). Her new boss 
was Eleanor McKay, an early MAC member. Louisa found 
that Memphis offered many charms. She rented a room 
near the university and bought her first car. With respect 
to archives, she contributed to the processing of collections 
on a variety of themes—civil rights, the performing arts, 
urban redevelopment, among others. And Eleanor let 
her work four ten-hour days, meaning that Louisa had 
three-day weekends to spend with me in Hattiesburg (she 
commuted by plane). Hattiesburg became a part-time 
home. To complete her NYU master’s, she researched 
the Mississippi city’s history and also completed a major 
student paper on New Orleans, using resources at Tulane.
In 1979, both Louisa and I applied for archival positions 
at Washington University in St. Louis. I got my targeted 
job (in the medical library archives), but Louisa was passed 
over in her bid to administer the literary manuscript 
collections, so she continued commuting to Memphis 
for a while. Late the following year, Louisa was hired to 
be curator of manuscripts at Morris Library of Southern 
Illinois University, Carbondale (SUIC). She worked in the 
Special Collections Department, headed by David Koch, 
and with several other congenial colleagues. She found 
this to be a wonderful job, not only with great literature 
resources as she had hoped for, but also important 
twentieth century philosophy and political collections. 
She regularly corresponded with researchers from all over 
the U.S. and abroad, and had the chance to train several 
capable student assistants. The most significant problem 
to the SIUC position for her had to do with a location 110 
miles from St. Louis, where I was. We decided to buy a 
house in the larger of the two communities and planned 
to establish a family. 
By 1984, Louisa and I had three children. We were hard 
at work not only raising the kids, but with rehabbing 
our inner-city townhouse in St. Louis. And [it] was 
difficult driving back and forth to Carbondale across 
the Illinois plains with one child or other in the early 
stages of their lives, particularly in winter. We both 
looked for new positions, but finding a community with 
two archival job postings and an environment suitable 
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for the offspring seemed impossible. Then, a year later, 
the SIUC sister campus, Southern Illinois University, 
Edwardsville (SIUE), advertised for an archivist. Louisa 
applied and was selected, winning over another strong 
candidate. Louisa knew she would miss the Carbondale 
collections and scholarly community; SIUE, by contrast, 
was a new, suburban commuter institution. Its Lovejoy 
Library was not without interesting special collections, 
but, by contrast, they were far fewer and smaller. Could 
she complain, though, about a job location 25 miles from 
home, door-to-door?
Louisa knew she had to concentrate on organizing and 
describing the SIUE University Archives. This paid off 
richly, in part in unexpected directions. In social and 
human terms, SIUE proved to be the most collegial, 
accessible academic institution she (or I) had ever 
experienced. It needed an archival resource, but it also 
needed someone whose job it was to understand the 
functions of a new university. Louisa quickly proved 
at SIUE that she could work across departmental and 
disciplinary lines and bring together administrators 
and (often) elitist academics to achieve common goals. 
By 1986, she was named to the Faculty Senate and the 
University Planning and Budget Council. Later, she 
Jennifer Kirmer Awarded Bowen Scholarship
served on the Freshman Orientation Advisory Committee 
and the Ad-Hoc Committee on Human Services. In the 
early 1990s, she was on search committees for two deans. 
From 1991 to 1993, she was an assistant to the provost 
for Undergraduate Assessment and Program Review. This 
all came at a cost in terms of the attention she could give 
the Archives.
Ultimately, Louisa remained true to her original calling. 
Given the opportunity to remain in the provost’s office, 
she decided instead to resume full-time archival practice 
in 1993. But for fatal illness, she would likely be engaged 
there today. In 1995, Louisa was diagnosed with inoperable 
pancreatic cancer, and she died in October 1996. The 
creation of the MAC scholarship in her memory the 
following year is a testimony to how she was missed.
Now the Scholarship continues as a source of pride to me 
and to many in our profession. In Grand Rapids, I was 
gratified to present this year’s award to Jennifer Kirmer of 
the University of Wisconsin–Madison. I was also pleased 
to meet some of the recipients from previous years and 
learn how the Bowen Scholarship has helped launch other 
archival careers.
The winner of the 2012 Louisa Bowen Memorial 
Scholarship for Graduate Students in Archiva l 
Administration is Jennifer Kirmer. Kirmer is a student at 
the University of Wisconsin–Madison, working towards 
a master of library and information studies. With an 
undergraduate degree from the University of Kansas, 
Jennifer has worked on a variety of archival projects in 
Wisconsin, Kansas, and Illinois, including as a reference 
assistant at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum; an archival 
assistant and audio/video technician at the Robert J. Dole 
Institute of Politics in Lawrence, Kansas; and internships 
at the Kansas State Historical Society, NARA, and the 
Art Institute of Chicago. Jennifer expects to graduate in 
2013, with a goal to work in a university archives or state 
historical society. Kirmer will also be presenting at the 
SAA Annual Meeting in San Diego this year.
The award is named in honor of Louisa Bowen, archivist 
and active MAC member, who died of cancer in 1996. 
Award recipients receive a $750 scholarship and one-year 
membership to MAC. The winner is also asked to write an 
essay for the October MAC Newsletter on his or her academic 
activities that have been assisted by the scholarship. Thanks 
to Committee members Valoise Armstrong, Helen Conger, 
Adam Groves, and Tom Steman (chair).
Jennifer Kirmer receives the Bowen Scholarship Award at the 
MAC 2012 Annual Meeting Awards Banquet.  
Photo by Matthew Peek.
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Archie
This is reproduced as written and presented by Valerie Gerrard Browne at the MAC Members’ Meeting on April 20, 2012.
Archie Motley, after whom the Archie Motley Memorial 
Scholarship for Minority Students is named, was the first 
president of MAC and a beloved (sometimes controversial) 
figure in the archival profession. He was a staunch 
advocate of the under-represented, under-documented, 
and underdogs of the world (such as his beloved Chicago 
Cubs), and he carried this into his work as an archivist. I 
often thought of him as the conscience of the profession.
Archie was the son of prominent African-American artist 
Archibald John Motley, Jr. His mother, Edith Granzo, 
was of German-American descent. Like President Obama, 
Archie was biracial. Archie was also my husband and the 
father of our daughter, Mara Hope Gerrard Motley, who 
attended many MAC meetings with us. Mara, however, 
has decided not to follow her parents’ career path. Instead, 
she is a third-year medical student in the University of 
Illinois College of Medicine at Chicago.
Archie was a bright, engaging man of unquestionable 
integrity. He stood up for what he believed and asked 
us to question our actions and hold ourselves to a higher 
standard. He invariably had something of value to add 
to any conversation and could be counted on to start 
the discussion with a probing question from the back 
of the room. Most commonly, you would see Archie 
in a sweatshirt or t-shirt of some sports team. He was 
always interested in people, especially new members of 
the profession, and could talk with anyone. He would 
remember you, what interested you, and just might send 
you a clipping he thought you would enjoy.
Archie spent his entire archival career at the Chicago 
Historical Society (now the Chicago History Museum) 
where he was a pioneer in collecting the papers of African-
Americans and other under-documented segments of our 
society about which too little is known. His greatest joy, 
apart from our daughter Mara, was connecting people 
with information that would help them. This made him 
a favorite of researchers who appreciated his wide-ranging 
knowledge of African-American history, labor history, 
radical history, sports history, and Chicago history. They 
loved his uncanny ability to connect researchers with the 
source material they needed. This, of course, could not 
have happened if he had not had the foresight to collect 
these materials in the first place and make them available 
for research. As a result, Archie is thanked in more 
books—and more effusively—than probably any other 
archivist in the United States.
The proposal of a scholarship to encourage greater 
minority representation in the profession occurred 
during my MAC presidency in the early 1990s. It was 
the brainchild of Michael Flug and Beverly Cook of the 
Vivian Harsh G. Research Collection of Afro-American 
History and Literature at the Carter G. Woodson Branch 
of the Chicago Public Library. Like so many of us, they 
observed that our profession was not as ethnically diverse 
as we would like. We are so grateful that they proposed a 
positive way to help remedy this situation.
The MAC scholarship for minority students was the very 
first of its kind in the archival profession and became 
the model for other archival organizations. After Archie 
passed away tragically in 2002, MAC fittingly renamed 
the scholarship to honor him and his contributions as a 
man of color who pioneered in the collection of records 
and manuscripts that made more full representation of 
the richness of our cultural heritage possible.
On a personal note, I am extremely grateful to all who 
contributed to MAC’s “$40 for 40” drive to endow this 
important scholarship.
MAC Archives Reminder
Outgoing MAC officers, appointees, and committee 
chairs are reminded to donate their papers to the 
MAC Archives, held at the University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee. For further information, please contact 
MAC Archivist Michael Doylen at doylenm@uwm 
.edu.
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2012 Winners:  
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship for Minority Students 
The 2012 winners of the Archie Motley Memorial 
Scholarship for Minority Students are Jarrett Drake and 
Nicholas Beyelia. Nicolas Beyelia received his B.A. and 
M.A. from California State University–Los Angeles in 
history, and is currently enrolled in the Master of Library 
and Information Science Program at San Jose State Uni-
versity (SJSU). Beyelia recently completed a long-term 
internship with the Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History, where he processed collections and 
performed reference duties. A Mexican-American and 
of Argentinean decent, Beyelia has won several awards 
at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and is editor-
and-chief of Perspectives: A Journal of Historical Inquiry, 
president of Phi Alpha Theta, special events coordinator 
for the Latin American Society, and an active member 
of the Association of Moving Image Archivists and the 
SJSU American Library Association (ALA) and SAA 
student chapters.
Jarrett Drake received his B.A. in history from Yale 
College and is currently pursuing his M.S.L.I.S. (Archive 
and Records) at the University of Michigan School of 
Information. Drake has worked with federal records 
at the Maryland State Archives, created EAD finding 
aids at the Bentley Historical Library, and, since last 
September, been a member of the University of Michigan 
Special Collections Library. Drake is a winner of ALA’s 
Spectrum Scholarship, and is active in the Multi-Ethnic 
Information Exchange and SAA and ALA student chap-
ters. He is also a current member of the Special Libraries 
Association and MAC, and is presenting in the student 
paper panel at the Grand Rapids Annual Meeting.
Motley Scholarship recipients receive $750 and a 
one-year membership to MAC. The purpose of the 
scholarship is to foster ethnic diversity within the 
archival profession by providing financial assistance to 
students of color. Established in 1994, the Scholarship 
was renamed in honor of Archie Motley (1934–2002), 
a founder of the Midwest Archives Conference and a 
leading activist archivist. 
Congratulations to Nicolas and Jarrett! They will share 
additional information about themselves and their 
archival studies in the next issue of the MAC Newsletter.
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Below constitutes only a summary of the Council minutes. 
For the full minutes and all submitted reports, please consult 
the MAC Web site or contact Joshua Ranger at ranger@
uwosh.edu, or Polk Library, 800 Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, 
WI 54901.
MAC Council met on April 19, 2012, at the Amway Grand 
Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids, Michigan, with all Council 
members, save Dina Kellams, present.
Council approved the following Presidential appointments: 
for Nominating Committee chair, Anke Voss; Web master, 
Stephanie Giordano; Emeritus First Time Attendee Award 
chair, Lydia Lucas; Bowen Award chair, Helen Conger; 
Motley Award chair, Alison Stankrauff; Development 
Coordinator, Ryan Ross; and Development Task Force 
chair, Mark Greene. President Swain also recommended, 
and Council approved, the retention of Menzi Behrnd-
Klodt as MAC’s attorney for $20 a year.
Vice President Mark Shelstad began his report by thanking 
Council for its support of the meeting services initiative, 
the contract that was signed earlier in the spring. A one-
year trial with DMN (MAC’s current member services 
provider) will seek to discover how various aspects of 
local arrangement work can be outsourced to improve 
the meeting experience and reduce the burden on Local 
Arrangement Committees. 
Shelstad and the cochairs of various Program and Local 
Arrangements Committees then presented reports on 
upcoming meetings. 
Secretary Ranger reported that the 2012 election, the first 
to use the MAC Web site for voting, went forward without 
difficulties. He did note, however, that voting participation 
was low, with 13% fewer respondents than the last VP/
Treasurer election. Ranger recommended that due to the 
nature of Web voting, MAC should no longer enforce a 
cut-off renewal deadline to qualify members to vote. He 
suggested that MAC allow members who renew before the 
end of voting to submit a ballot. Council agreed.
Council then reviewed recommendations in two task 
force reports: 
The Marketing Tools Task Force proposed a new 
advertising campaign entitled “Got Archives? Get 
MAC!” The campaign will target individuals who 
administer archival records but do not consider 
themselves archivists. The campaign will include 
direct-mail postcards to museums, local historical 
societies, and libraries. Council supported the 
campaign brief and agreed to approve costs as-
sociated with this campaign later in the summer 
via E-mail. 
The On-Line Publications Task Force report 
contained several recommendations to reduce 
printing costs and meet the reported preferences 
of members for on-line versions of its publica-
tions. The report asked that, beginning with the 
2013 membership renewal, members will have 
the choice to either continue receiving paper 
publications or receive links to digital versions 
available on the MAC Web site. The report also 
recommended offering a subscription to Archival 
Issues independent of MAC membership. This 
subscription would be available to any individual 
or institution, but would be promoted only outside 
the MAC region. Finally, the report suggested a 
trial in 2013 for not printing and mailing the An-
nual Meeting program. Instead, a complete digital 
version would be produced and distributed, and 
an expanded pocket program would be created 
for Annual Meeting attendees only. To further 
promote the meeting, a postcard mailing would 
be produced and sent to an expanded mailing 
list. Council approved all recommendations in 
the report. 
Treasurer Anke Voss presented her report, highlighting the 
need for more accurate financial reporting. She discovered 
that in the past, dedicated scholarship donations and 
income were listed as program revenue despite their use 
for specific purposes. This disguised deficits, and, as a 
result, MAC currently has a deficit of $12,000 for the 
current fiscal year and is facing a structural deficit of 
over $6,000 in the next fiscal year. Voss recommended 
that Council approve a $10 increase in annual dues. After 
deliberation, Council agreed to take the issue up for a vote 
at its October meeting. If approved, the increase will go 
to the membership for a vote in 2013. 
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Voss then reported that the “$40 for 40” scholarship 
fundraising campaign was successful. Contributions to 
the Bowen fund totaled $2,540, which exceeded MAC’s 
goal, making it now fully-funded. Motley fund donations 
totaled $4,236, which was one-third of MAC’s goal. As 
it had previously planned, Council agreed to transfer 
$9,000 of its fund reserves to the Motley account so that 
scholarship could also be fully-funded. 
Voss then presented the report of the Financial Advisory 
Committee. The Committee recommended changing 
the investment portfolio for the Bowen fund to get a 
better return. The group also recommended establishing 
a $120,000 reserve account to fund the Education 
Committee’s proposed Speakers Bureau. To do this, the 
Committee recommended combining $60,000 from fund 
reserves with an approximate $60,000 currently available 
in the operating reserve. The operating reserve fund would 
be renamed the “program initiatives fund” and its income 
would finance two to three speakers per year for the trial 
period recommended by the Education Committee for 
the Speakers Bureau. Council agreed to this proposal. 
Having dealt with its funding request, the remainder of 
the Education Committee report was then addressed. The 
Committee will issue a call for presenters for the Speakers 
Bureau in the summer of 2012. These individuals will 
agree to present four-hour programs for a $150 honorarium 
and travel costs. The Committee will work with sub-
regional organizations to recruit speakers and promote 
the availability of the service to potential hosts. The hosts 
will be required to provide suitable venues and pay a $50 
flat fee to MAC. The Committee plans to implement the 
Bureau for a two-year trial, and then assess its viability as 
a more long-term commitment. 
Council reviewed the ex-officio reports. Of note was the 
proposal of the Archival Issues Editorial Board to move 
both author awards to the same (odd) years. Council 
approved this change.
Summary of the Minutes of the Midwest Archives Conference  
Annual Members’ Meeting
Friday, April 20, 2012, 3:30 pm–5:10 pm, Amway Grand Plaza, Grand Rapids, MI
Reports from individual committees and ex officio Council 
members are available upon request from Secretary Joshua 
Ranger.
The agenda was approved. The minutes of the Members’ 
Meeting on April 29, 2011, were approved. 
40th Anniversary Committee Observations
40th Anniversary Committee Chair Tanya Zanish-Belcher 
introduced the members of the Committee. Founding 
member and former MAC President Patrick Quinn pro-
vided a history of MAC’s origins. Steve Masar spoke on 
various aspects of MAC’s history. Mary Janzen Quinn led 
the group in a minute of silence for those members who 
have passed away. Patrick Quinn recognized the veteran 
members of the organization and read the names of present 
emeritus members: Roland Baumann, Maynard Brichford, 
Valerie Gerrard Browne, Fred Honhart, Mary Janzen 
Quinn, Lydia Lucas, and Steve Masar. Patrick Quinn then 
acknowledged the six past presidents who were present, 
including Frank Boles, Valerie Browne, Mary Janzen Quinn, 
Elisabeth Wittman, Tanya Zanish-Belcher, and himself. 
Kathy Marquis read the winning contributions of the “bad 
poetry contest” in honor of MAC’s 40th anniversary. See 
page 8 for the first, second, and third place winners and their 
submissions. Zanish-Belcher then presented the MAC “Dirty 
Dozen” video, created by Bruce Bruemmer, that satirized the 
worst photographs ever submitted for MAC elections.
Presentation of Awards
Please see page 9 for information on the winners of the 
Presidents’ Award and Emeritus Membership Awards.
Scholarships
President Swain announced that due to the successful 
“$40 for 40” campaign, the Louisa Bowen Memorial 
Scholarship was fully-funded. With donations to the 
Archie Motley Scholarship and a Council reserve fund 
transfer, the Motley Scholarship was also fully-funded. 
Swain then introduced Valerie Browne and Paul Anderson 
to speak on the MAC scholarship namesakes and to pres-
(Continued on page 16)
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ent the 2012 winners with their awards. Paul Anderson 
spoke about the life of his late wife Louisa Bowen and her 
career. Valerie Browne spoke about her late husband Archie 
Motley’s life and career, as well as the importance of the 
MAC Scholarship for Minority Students. Anderson and 
Browne’s speeches are included in this issue of the MAC 
Newsletter on pages 10–13. 
Election Results
President Swain thanked the members of the Nominating 
Committee for their work on producing the slate for the 2012 
election, welcomed newly-elected members, and thanked 
outgoing members for their numerous contributions.
Constitution and Bylaws Revisions
President Swain provided background regarding the 
proposed revision of the Constitution and Bylaws, and 
thanked the revision task force for its work in developing 
the new versions. Swain then introduced the task force 
chair, Menzi Behrnd-Klodt, to present the new docu-
ments. Behrnd-Klodt first reviewed all changes to the 
Constitution and called for a vote. The revised Constitu-
tion was approved with no dissenting votes by a majority 
of the members present and voting. Behrnd-Klodt then 
presented the revised Bylaws by reviewing all changes 
made to that document and asked for a vote. The revised 
Bylaws were approved with no dissenting votes by a major-
ity of the members present and voting.
Financial Report
Treasurer Voss reported that MAC faces a $12,000 
deficit for the current fiscal year and a $6,000 structural 
deficit going into the next. She announced changes to 
MAC’s financial reporting and discussed MAC’s new 
commitment to outsource tax preparation and limited 
auditing activities. Voss explained that the growing ex-
penses incurred in the modernization of the organization 
necessitate a $10 dues increase, in addition to the several 
cost-saving measures that have taken place or are planned. 
(Continued from page 15)
Voss reported that MAC had not faced a dues increase in 
over a decade and that Council will vote on the proposal 
in the fall. 
“State of MAC” Address
Mindful of the meeting’s length, President Swain touched 
only briefly on developments and promised to expand 
on them in the MAC Newsletter. Swain reported on the 
new meeting services contract, expressing hope that 
it will make meetings more efficient and appealing to 
potential MAC host communities. Swain mentioned that 
the Marketing Tools Task Force will be creating a new 
promotional campaign targeted at local historical societies, 
museums, and libraries that manage archival collections. 
Swain reported that to control costs and meet increasing 
demand, Council’s On-Line Publications Task Force 
has recommended digital delivery options. Swain also 
mentioned the Education Committee’s Speakers Bureau 
that will be funded by the interest earned on a new fund. 
Meetings
Mark Shelstad began his remarks by acknowledging the 
Local Arrangements and Program Committees for the 
2012 Annual Meeting. He then announced that the 2014 
Annual Meeting will be held in Kansas City, M0. Shelstad 
provided details regarding the meeting services contract 
with DMN, and he thanked the Meeting Services Task 
Force for their work in developing and scoring the RFP.
Shelstad invited 2012 Symposium Cochairs Anne 
Ryckbost and Lisa Sjoberg to speak about the unique 
perspective the program will provide on the educational 
uses of archives. Ryckbost and Sjoberg also provided 
highlights of the Covington, KY, and Cincinnati, OH, 
areas.
Shelstad then introduced 2013 Annual Meeting LAC 
Cochairs Noraleen Young and Christine Guyonneau, 
who presented a promotional video about Indianapolis. 
MAC Membership, 2005–2012
Membership Type 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Institutional 148 141 133 139 131 130 127 131
Individual* 781 771 749 726 683 719 760 741
TOTAL 929 912 882 865 814 849 887 872
*Includes emeritus and complimentary
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Your New MAC Leadership
At the Members’ Meeting on April 20, the following elected individuals took office:
Vice President
Menzi Behrnd-Klodt, Xyte, Inc.
Treasurer
Daardi Sizemore,  
Minnesota State University–Mankato
Council
Jennifer Johnson, Cargill, Inc.
Nominating Committee
Alison Stankrauff,  
Indiana University South Bend
Michelle Sweetser, Marquette University
The following individuals have been appointed to these 
positions: 
Nominating Committee Chair
Anke Voss, Urbana Free Library
Webmaster
Stephanie Giordano, Rotary International
Emeritus First Time Attendee Award Chair
Lydia Lucas
Bowen Award Chair
Helen Conger,  
Case Western Reserve University Archives
Motley Award Chair
Alison Stankrauff,  
Indiana University South Bend
development Coordinator
Ryan Ross, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
development Task Force Chair
Mark Greene, University of Wyoming, American 
Heritage Center
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MAC Members Show Their Generosity
The development portion of the 2012 membership renewal and the “$40 for 40” campaign has resulted in donations 
totaling $9,454, as of May 2012. Heartfelt thanks go to the following MAC members who donated to the general operating 
fund ($306) and to the MAC 2012 Annual Meeting ($1,171). Members also donated to the Louisa Bowen Memorial 
Scholarship for Graduate Students in Archival Administration ($2,630), the Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship for 
Minority Students ($4,746), and the Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC Meeting Attendees ($601).
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General Operating 
Fund
Michael Arbagi
Alex Champion
Heidi Christein
Ron Davidson
Anita Taylor Doering
Kristine Harley
Candice Hart
Sue Holbert
Mary Kraft
Jeanette Mancusi
Karen Mason
Karen Morgan
Catherine Sanders
Margery Sly
Alison Stankrauff
Victoria Irons Walch
2012 Annual Meeting
Dolores J Barber
Dawn Burnaby
Ed Busch
Sharon Carlson
Leonard Coombs
Jeanette Mancusi
Karen Mason
Debra Shapiro
Alison Stankrauff
Portia Vescio
Bowen Scholarship
Paul Anderson
Tom Anderson
George Bain
Mary Ann Bamberger
Patricia Bartkowski
Roland Baumann
Menzi Behrnd-Klodt
Alix Bentrud
Douglas Bicknese
Rebecca Bizonet
Matt Blessing
Hillary Bober
Frank Boles
Ann Bowers
Martha Briggs
Gregory Brooks
Nicholas Burckel
Kimberly Butler
Janet Carleton
Kathleen Conway
Paul Conway
J. Frank Cook
Susan Davis
Anita Taylor Doering
Michael Doylen
Mary Ellen Ducey
Kenneth Duckett
Kim Efird
Troy Eller
Charles Elston
Aimee Ergas
John Fleckner
Cynthia Ghering
Raimund Goerler
Kevlin Haire
Sue Holbert
James Hone
Frederick Honhart
A. January
Jill Johnson
L. Rebecca 
Johnson-Melvin
Joanne Kaczmarek
Miriam Kahn
Ann Kenne
Kathy Koch
Tom Krasean
Nancy Kunde
Lydia Lucas
William Maher
Jeanette Mancusi
David McCartney
Mary Lynn 
McCree-Bryan
Dennis Meissner
Meg Miner
Gregory Mobley
Marguerite Moran
Debra Nolan
Erik Nordberg
David Null
Kathryn Otto
Christopher Prom
Monica Manny Ralston
Joshua Ranger
Michael Robinson
Sheila Ryan
Cheryl Schnirring
Rebecca Schulte
Lynn Smith
Alison Stankrauff
Ellen Swain
Michelle Sweetser
Cheri Thies
Stephen Towne
Ciaran Trace
I. Bruce Turner
Nancy Turner
Portia Vescio
Anke Voss
Maria Wagner
Victoria Irons Walch
Jennie Weber
Leah Weisse
Elizabeth Wilkinson
Eric Willey
Brian Williams
Elisabeth Wittman
Elizabeth Yakel
Tanya Zanish-Belcher
Motley Scholarship
Paul Anderson
George Bain
Mary Ann Bamberger
Dolores Barber
Patricia Bartkowski
Roland Baumann
Menzi Behrnd-Klodt
Danna Bell-Russel
Pamela Bennett
Alix Bentrud
Rebecca Bizonet
Matt Blessing
Frank Boles
Alexis Braun-Marks
Maynard Brichford
Gregory Brooks
Mary Uhl Brooks
Nicholas Burckel
Mark Burnette
Kimberly Butler
Stuart Campbell
Janet Carleton
Jeanie Child
Sally Childs-Helton
Elizabeth Clemens
Thomas Connors
Kathleen Conway
Roger Dahl
Deborah Dandridge
Susan Davis
Cheryl Day
Susan D’Entremont
Kenneth Duckett
Kim Efird
Paul Eisloeffel
Charles Elston
Ellen Engseth
John Fleckner
Ann Flowers
Barbara Floyd
Michael Flug
James Fogerty
Valerie Gerrard-Browne
Cynthia Ghering
Raimund Goerler
Peter Gottlieb
Mark Greene
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Julie Herrada
Lawrence and Sara 
Hogan
Sue Holbert
James Hone
Frederick Honhart
Terry Hoover
Mary Huelsbeck
Jennifer Johnson
Katherine Johnson
Bergis Jules
Joanne Kaczmarek
Miriam Kahn
Jane Kenamore
Becky Brock Kiel
Gregory Kinney
Kathy Koch
Michael Kohl
Tom Krasean
Nancy Kunde
Daria Labinsky
Marilyn Levinson
Lydia Lucas
James Lynche
Mary Denis Maher
Jeanette Mancusi
Craig Martin
Karen Mason
Mary Lynn 
McCree-Bryan
Stephen McShane
Dennis Meissner
Patricia Michaelis
Cynthia Miller
Harold Miller
Meg Miner
Gregory Mobley
Marguerite Moran
Sammie Morris
Beth Myers
Jane Nicoll-Stover
Debra Nolan
David Null
Janet Olson
Rachel Onuf
Sr. Carolyn Osiek
Claire Prechtel-Kluskens
Christopher Prom
Monica Manny Ralston
Sonya Rooney
Phillip Runkel
Sheila Ryan
Susan Sacharski
Cheryl Schnirring
Debra Shapiro
Mark Shelstad
Lisa Sjoberg
Lynn Smith
Alison Stankrauff
Gary Stockton
Ellen Swain
Michael Swanson
Irene Taylor
Cheri Thies
Anne Thomason
Sue Topp
Deborah Torres
Stephen Towne
Ciaran Trace
Barbara 
Trippel-Simmons
I. Bruce Turner
Nancy Turner
Anke Voss
Maria Wagner
Victoria Irons Walch
Jennie Weber
Nancy Webster
Leah Weisse
Brian Williams
Elisabeth Wittman
Elizabeth Yakel
Tanya Zanish-Belcher
Emeritus Scholarship
Stephen Bajjaly
Francis X. Blouin, Jr.
Alexis Braun-Marks
Sharon Carlson
Kristen Chinery
Elaine Didier
Kim Efird
Tim and Vallie Ericson
Cynthia Ghering
Dick Harms
David Horrocks
Ashley Howdeshell
Diane Hummel
James Kratsas
Jeanette Mancusi
Marguerite Moran
Alison Stankrauff
Kate Theimer
Lee Van Orsdel
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Treasury Notes
Daardi Sizemore, Treasurer
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I would like to start by thanking former Treasurer Anke 
Voss for excellent information and training as we trans-
ferred the duties of MAC Treasurer. Her willingness to 
answer E-mails and phone calls has been invaluable. This 
report reflects much of the work Treasurer Voss did in the 
final months of her term.
As of April 30, 2012, assets in MAC’s two checking 
accounts are $115,698.87 (Bank of America $45,196.40; 
Chase $70,502.47) and balances in MAC’s Lincoln 
Investment Accounts are $152,738.60. Our overall assets 
are $268,437.47. 
Although MAC’s overall finances remain in good shape, 
MAC’s 2011 financial statement showed a net loss of 
$7,377—a figure that does not include $4,472 in surplus 
restricted income from scholarship donations; therefore, 
the actual net operating loss for 2011 was $11,849. The 
good news is that moving forward we will benefit from a 
new printing vendor that will reduce our annual printing 
costs by at least $6,000. However, even with this savings, 
we will have annual shortfalls of approximately $6,000 
in future years. 
Council has endorsed Treasurer Voss’s recommendation 
to move restricted funds (scholarships and designated 
donations, for example) into separate financial reports. 
This will help better reflect MAC’s operational versus 
designated assets.
A concern related to the budget is the recurring loss 
associated with providing the option for members and 
customers to make payments with credit cards. Our 
members continue to make frequent use of Member-
Clicks to renew memberships, register for conferences, 
and make donations. In 2012, our expenses for utilizing 
MemberClicks and accepting credit cards was $7,405.01. 
The fees charged are based on how much the resource 
is utilized. During fiscal year 2011, over half of MAC’s 
revenue was submitted via credit cards. As we plan our 
budget going forward, we will need to plan for increased 
costs in this area. 
MAC is also moving forward with outsourcing audit and 
tax preparation services. MAC has contracted with the 
accounting firm of Martin, Hood, Friese & Associates 
(MHFA), LLC, Champaign, IL, to complete the annual 
IRS form 990. MHFA will also complete and file form 
AG990-IL with the Illinois Attorney General’s Office. 
Treasurer Voss investigated options for a full independent 
audit and found the costs prohibitive. She has recom-
mended that the MAC Financial Advisory Committee 
(FAC) do a regular internal audit. MHFA will also conduct 
an Agreed-Upon-Procedure (AUP) engagement, once the 
FAC has identified what financial areas are most appropri-
ate for independent review. 
The ongoing operating losses associated with professional 
accounting support, and the utilization of credit cards 
for payments, led Treasurer Voss to recommend a dues 
increase of $10 per membership to cover these recurring 
costs. For the record, MAC has not increased its dues in 
a decade. At current membership levels, a $10 increase 
would result in a gain of approximately $8,500. This 
amount should cover the anticipated expenses associated 
with accepting credit cards and preparation of our federal 
and state tax returns. Council has accepted this recom-
mendation and will discuss it at their fall meeting. 
FALL SYMPOSIUM
Cincinnati, OH, October 18–20, 2012
Mainstrasse Village in Covington, KY. Photo by Anne Ryckbost.
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Minnesota State University, Mankato
MIdWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE
Cash Statement (detailed) January 1–december 31, 2011
  Budgeted details Actual
INCOME
Advertising $ 3,500.00   $ 2,775.00
Mailing Lists  250.00    375.00
Gifts - Emeritus  500.00    1,090.00
Gifts - General Operating  300.00    530.00
Gifts - Bowen Scholarship  1,000.00    1,658.00
Gifts - Motley Scholarship  1,500.00    3,724.00
Bank Interest  25.00    2.97
Meetings (Gross)      45,213.74
 Annual Meeting 2010  35,000.00  34,688.74
 Fall Symposium 2010  7,500.00  8,425.00
 Annual Meeting 2011    2,100.00
Memberships  32,000.00    35,454.75
Other       _
Publications      _
Royalties  700.00    987.84
Total $ 82,275.00   $ 91,811.30
EXPENSES
Administration $ 450.00   $ 781.41
Ballot  1,600.00    2,097.07
 Design    400.00
 Proofing    112.50 
 Printing    1,491.80
 Mailing    92.77
Bank Charges  750.00    182.00
Contributions - NCH  1,000.00    1,000.00
Credit Card Fees  1,500.00    3,274.15
 Revenue Percentage Deduction    1,430.12
 Monthly Fee    1,844.03
Development Coordinator  -    -
Contract Services - DMN  16,709.00    16,859.16
Insurance  2,850.00    2,836.00
Journal  6,000.00    12,330.65
 Design    2,140.00
 Proofing    2,830.00
 Printing    5,785.87
 Mailing    1,574.78
Journal Awards (in even years)  500.00    579.75
Meetings (Gross)      39,113.07
 Annual Meeting 2011  27,000.00  30,641.57
 Fall Symposium 2011  5,000.00  8,418.50
 Annual Meeting 2012    53.00
MemberClicks  2,800.00    4,130.86
Miscellaneous      863.79
New Members Program  1,000.00    792.00
Newsletter  12,500.00    11,623.13
 Design    1,680.00
 Proofing    1,962.50
 Printing    6,543.93
 Mailing    1,436.70
Public Information Officer      -
Presidents’ Award/DSA  200.00    141.50
Publications - Miscellaneous      -
Scholarships  2,750.00    2,000.00
Secretarial Expenses  1,000.00    584.49
Vendor Coordinator  50.00    -
Total $83,659.00   $ 99,188.68
22     MAC Newsletter  •  July 2012
Vice President’s Column:  
MAC Meetings and Symposia Update
Mark Shelstad, Vice President, Midwest Archives Conference 
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The 2012 Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids was a great 
success. I’d like to thank the Program Committee, 
cochaired by Elizabeth Myers and Rachel Vagts, for the 
outstanding sessions, and Plenary Speaker Kate Theimer 
of ArchivesNext for her thought-provoking lecture on 
participatory archives. The Local Arrangements Commit-
tee, Nancy Richard and Portia Vescio, also did a great job 
of organizing the hotel activities, the reception, and tours. 
If you were torn between concurrent sessions and want 
to know what you missed, many of the presentations will 
be available on-line on the MAC Web site at http://www 
.midwestarchives.org/.
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 18-20, 2012
The final pieces are being put into place for the Fall Sym-
posium, with an impressive line-up of speakers, including 
Deanne Sellnow from the University of Kentucky, Stacia 
Kuceyeski of the Ohio Historical Society, and Peter 
Carini of Dartmouth College. They will provide hands-
on opportunities to work with primary sources, develop 
assignments and lesson plans, and discuss best practices. 
Cochaired by Anne Ryckbost and Lisa Sjoberg, the Sym-
posium will include area restaurant tours in downtown 
Cincinnati and the historic Mainstrasse neighborhood 
in Covington, KY, which is within walking distance 
from the hotel. An evening reception will be held at the 
hotel’s revolving restaurant. Participants who stay after 
the meeting on Saturday will have the opportunity to 
visit the Cincinnati Public Library’s Main Branch for a 
private viewing of the 1848 daguerreotype Panorama of the 
Cincinnati Riverfront by Charles Fontayne and William 
Southgate Porter.
Indianapolis, Indiana, April 17–20, 2013
Indianapolis is nearly ready for the 2013 Annual Meeting. 
Great meetings depend upon great session proposals—be 
sure to share your session ideas with the Program Com-
mittee this summer. The Program Committee, chaired 
by Anne Thomason and Meg Miner, will be glad to work 
with you to put the finishing touches on your suggestions. 
Meanwhile, Noraleen A. Young, Christine Guyonneau, 
and the Local Arrangements Committee are busy working 
on events at the Hyatt Regency in downtown Indianapolis 
and the reception site at the Indiana State Library.
Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
September 25–27, 2013
The 2013 Fall Symposium, “Refining the Digital Pres-
ence of the Archives,” will offer expert advice on the 
selection and implementation of on-line tools to improve 
and expand archival services and administration for the 
betterment of users. The Symposium will consist of ses-
sions featuring on-line tools and approaches in the areas 
of resource discovery, interpretation, promotion and 
marketing, description, and reference. Three additional 
sessions will deal with user-focused design, Web analytics, 
and optimization for mobile devices. In addition to the 
speakers, there will be two break-out sessions where indi-
viduals will be grouped by institutions of similar size to 
discuss implementation and prioritization strategies. The 
Symposium Organizing Committee, cochaired by Deb 
Anderson and Josh Ranger, is finalizing session speakers 
and reception sites. The Symposium will take place at the 
Green Bay Hyatt on Main. 
Kansas City, Missouri, Spring 2014
Kansas City, here we come! Since the Midwest Archives 
Conference last held its Annual Meeting here in 2003, 
Kansas City has experienced a fabulous downtown 
renaissance, with more than $6 billion invested in an 
exciting revitalization, featuring the trendy Power and 
Light entertainment district, and topped off with the 
recently unveiled $400 million Kauffman Center for the 
Performing Arts, which soars high on the city skyline. A 
hotel that will offer easy access to a variety of attractions 
and proximity to a number of potential reception sites is 
being secured to host the meeting. Keep your eyes open 
for additional meeting information. 
It has been a great two years serving as vice president. I’ve 
enjoyed working with all of the MAC members on the 
Symposium Organizing Committees, Local Arrangements 
and Program Committees, and with the vendor coordina-
tors, and watching all of the meetings fall into place. If you 
have ideas for future MAC meetings, be sure to share them 
with Menzi Behrnd-Klodt, who will be guiding MAC’s 
meetings over the next two years, at menzi@xyte.com.
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Contact Emily Stenberg at emily.stenberg@louisville.edu if you would like to guest author a column or share a good idea. 
Goodbye and Welcome
Adam Groves has completed his term as assistant editor for “Archival Resources on the Web.” Many thanks to Adam 
for six years of great digital tours of archival collections documenting our Annual Meeting sites and informative 
compilations of digital collections on subjects ranging from women’s voices in World War II to twentieth century 
American political cartoons and video and pinball history.
Taking over is Emily Stenberg from the University of Louisville Libraries. Welcome, Emily! MACers interested in 
writing a column for “Archival Resources on the Web” are encouraged to contact Emily at emily.stenberg@louisville.edu.
(Continued on page 24)
Hashtagging History: Archival Resources on Twitter
By Adam Groves and Emily Stenberg
Ohio University senior Margaret Boyd shares the experi-
ences of many college students who are preparing to gradu-
ate. She struggles with her course load and is occasionally 
annoyed by her professors. She enjoys attending parties 
with friends and is sad to say goodbye to her school and 
classmates. She is nervous about her future. Boyd’s life is 
shared with the world via Twitter, but she doesn’t use a 
smartphone. In fact, she’s been dead for more than a century.
Boyd was the first female student at Ohio University, and 
in 1873 she kept a diary that archivists are now using as 
the basis for a Twitter account, @MaggieBoyd1873, which 
utilizes Boyd’s own words to describe her final months 
of college. Boyd and other historical diarists, who often 
recorded their daily experiences in brief one- to three-
sentence entries, documented their lives in a manner 
similar to contemporary Twitter users who chronicle their 
experiences in 140 characters or less. While a natural fit, 
diaries are not the only historical resources that are being 
shared via Twitter. Numerous repositories, museums, and 
historical organizations are tweeting letters, photographs, 
and other materials gleaned from archives and special 
collections. As a result, Twitter has emerged as an effective 
tool for proactively engaging new audiences with quick 
doses of historical resources that are available on the World 
Wide Web.
Anniversaries of noteworthy events have inspired a number 
of historical reenactments on Twitter. For example, the 
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum commemo-
rated the fortieth anniversary of the 1969 Apollo 11 moon 
landing with @ReliveApollo11, which posted highlights 
of the mission between July 16 and July 24, 2009. More 
recently in April 2012, multiple Twitter accounts marked 
the centennial of the crossing and sinking of the Titanic 
with tweets from the ship’s passengers and crew, while the 
Nova Scotia Museum (@ns_museum) tweeted original 
wireless radio messages from April 14, 1912, using a modern 
form of brief communication to recreate and relay messages 
from an historical form of technology.
The Washington Post is currently using archival materials, 
such as government and military records, personal memoirs, 
and correspondence, to document the sesquicentennial of 
the American Civil War via @CivilWarwp. The newspaper 
also maintains @wpUnion and @wpConfederacy, which 
focus separately on Union and Confederate perspectives 
and feature writings by Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, 
Ulysses S. Grant, and Robert E. Lee. @TwHistory, http://
blog.twhistory.org, was originally launched in 2009 to 
reenact the Battle of Gettysburg, but after organizing 
and promoting other reenactments, including one that 
followed an 1847 Mormon pioneer trek to Utah, http://
twitter .com/#!/Twhistory/pioneer-trek, it has become a 
leading resource for educators interested in the intersection 
of history and social media.
Famous historical figures are also a popular source of 
inspiration for Twitter. George Washington (@GeoWash-
ington) has a Twitter account through Mount Vernon, 
while Monticello has a similar project that shares excerpts 
of Thomas Jefferson’s diary (@MonticelloTJ). Daily 
diary entries by John Quincy Adams are posted as part 
of a project by the Massachusetts Historical Society (@
JQAdams_MHS) that started with his August 1809 trip to 
Russia and now documents events from 1812. The John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library hosts at least three accounts 
on Twitter: @JFK1962 documents John F. Kennedy’s 
presidency, @JBK1960 recreates Jackie Kennedy’s 1960 
“Campaign Wife” newspaper column, and @JFKLibrary 
Archival Resources on the Web—Adam Groves, Assistant Editor
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publicizes news and events from the institution. The 
National Archives posts quotations, contests, news, links, 
and other information at @USNatArchives.
A number of historical repositories and agencies in the 
Midwest are also using Twitter for outreach and marketing 
purposes. The Wisconsin Historical Society maintains 
a Twitter account, @WIHistImages, which provides 
access to multiple digitized historical images each day. 
The images document the state’s social, economic, and 
political history, and the account advertises that “high-
resolution scans and prints are available for purchase.” @
mohistorymuseum, maintained by the Missouri History 
Museum, tracks the progress of the Civil War by linking 
to digitized letters 150 years (to the day) after they were 
originally written by Union solider James E. Love. In 
addition to the “Love Letters” tweets, the account also 
provides access to historical images, YouTube videos, 
and museum promotions. Twitter accounts for a 
number of other repositories, including the Minnesota 
Historical Society (@MNHS), the Indiana University 
Archives (@IUBArchives), the Ohio Historical Society 
(@OhioHistory), and the University of Iowa Special 
Collections and University Archives (@UISpecColl), 
also successfully integrate digitized primary sources with 
marketing announcements, digital newsletters, and links 
of general interest to history buffs.
Historical repositories and organizations are not alone 
in providing access to primary sources via Twitter. For 
example, social media strategist David Griner maintained 
@Genny_Spencer from 2009 to 2011, based on the 
diary of his great-aunt. Genevieve Spencer kept the 
diary while growing up on a farm in Illinois during the 
late 1930s, writing only one line a day. The daily entries 
thoroughly document Spencer’s life, describing routine 
things like school, weather, food, and chores around 
the farm, in addition to more significant occurrences 
such as births and deaths, holidays, and elections. In 
August 2011, former history student Alwyn Collinson 
started @RealTimeWWII to document World War II 
events from 1939 to 1945. His multiple daily posts align 
with the date and time of actual military, government, 
and civilian actions and perspectives. @HenrideBuren 
follows Swiss explorer Henri de Büren through North and 
South America from 1852 through 1854. The account 
was created by de Büren’s great-grandson, who is using 
diaries and correspondence to document the travels. While 
these accounts are unquestionably useful resources for 
researchers, they are perhaps more significant as examples 
of how social media technology allows amateur historians 
and genealogists to share primary source records without 
the involvement of professional archivists or curators.
This article has described only some of the Twitter 
accounts that promote and provide access to historical 
resources, and their numbers will undoubtedly continue 
to grow as the social media service gains in popularity. 
By embracing and adapting Twitter to meet outreach and 
marketing needs, innovative archivists and curators, along 
with educators and amateur history buffs, have reached 
wider audiences and developed new ways to share original 
photographs, manuscripts, and other treasures on the 
World Wide Web.
FALL SYMPOSIUM
Cincinnati, OH, October 18–20, 2012
Fontayne and Porter, Plate 4 of the Cincinnati Panorama of 
1848, from the Collection of the Public Library of Cincinnati 
and Hamilton County. This image, taken from the Kentucky 
side of the Ohio River, captures bustling Cincinnati life in 1848. 
ARCHIVAL RESOURCES ON THE WEB—Continued 
Adam Groves, Assistant Editor 
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Please submit “News from the Midwest” items for Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Nebraska, North Dakota, and Ohio to  
Troy Eller at troy.eller@wayne.edu; and items for Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, South Dakota, and 
Wisconsin to Alison Stankrauff at astankra@iusb.edu. Submissions must be 150 words or less.
News from the Midwest—Troy Eller, Wayne State University, and Alison 
Stankrauff, Indiana University South Bend, Assistant Editors
(Continued on page 26)
ILLINOIS
American College of Surgeons 
(ACS)
Eleanor K. Grimm was hired as an as-
sistant to the College’s founder in 1913, 
and played a pivotal role in capturing 
and recording the history of the first 
fifty years of the college. The ASC 
Archives has scanned three volumes 
of Grimm’s “retirement scrapbooks,” 
which contain her correspondence 
with surgical luminaries from the 
first half of the twentieth century. 
These can be accessed on the ACS 
Archives Web site: http://www.facs 
.org/archives. 
National Archives at Chicago
The National Archives at Chicago is 
completing several major renovation 
projects that will substantially extend 
the life of the building and improve 
conditions inside. Renovations include 
a new roof, wall stabilization, two new 
HVAC units to address temperature 
and humidity swings in the stacks 
and processing areas, and a row of 
new archival shelving, as well as the 
sealing of gaps that cause significant 
air infiltration. 
Park Forest Historical Society 
(PFHS)
The Park Forest Local History Col-
lection and Archive is now open to 
the public, having spent five years in 
remote storage at various locations 
due to a flood in January 2007. This 
year, the Park Forest Public Library 
and PFHS are using a grant from the 
Village of Park Forest to rent a room 
at St. Mary’s School. The PFHS hopes 
that the Library will continue to help 
support the collection in which it 
shares ownership. Currently at risk is 
the 1950s Park Forest House Museum, 
which PFHS may need to relocate or 
close due to a rent increase. See http://
www.parkforesthistory.org.
INdIANA
Avon-Washington Township 
Public Library 
The Avon-Washington Township 
Public Library recently received a 
Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) grant from the Indiana State 
Library to digitize the Huron Heri-
tage Collection of rare photographs 
and documents. Although Avon is 
only 16 years old, the area was settled 
and developed in the 1820s and 1830s 
by hardy pioneers. See http://www 
.avonlibrary.net. 
Indiana digital Archives
Adams County recently became the 
thirty-sixth Indiana county to have 
its naturalization records added to 
and made available through the 
Indiana Digital Archives. Fifteen 
naturalization books containing 
1,625 entries and spanning the era 
from 1854 to 1957 were indexed as a 
part of this project. Specific records 
indexed include: Declarations of In-
tention, Petitions for Naturalization, 
Final Oaths, and the Stubs of the 
Certificates of Naturalization. The 
preponderance of immigrants listed 
are of Swiss and German ancestry. 
See http://indianadigitalarchives.org.
Indiana Historical Society 
The Indiana Historical Society (IHS) 
Web site’s (http://www .indianahistory 
.org/library/) most recent collection is 
the William Henry Harrison Papers 
and Documents (1791-1864). This 
digital collection was made possible 
by a 2011 grant from the Indiana State 
Historic Records Advisory Board.
Indiana State Archives 
The Indiana State Archives is working 
with the Library of Congress to bring 
the Digital Preservation Outreach and 
Education (DPOE) Train-the-Trainer 
program to the Midwest this August. 
Twenty-four people will be trained to 
provide the DPOE program in their 
area, region, or state. The five-day 
program will be held at the Indiana 
State Library in Indianapolis in 
August. Eligible states to participate 
in the Midwest program include 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 
Stipends for travel and hotel ac-
commodations will be provided by 
the Indiana State Archives through 
the generosity of an LSTA grant 
from the Indiana State Library. See 
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/
education/index.html.
Indiana University 
Bloomington 
The Office of Archives and Records 
Management at Indiana Univer-
sity (IU) Bloomington has released 
the Student Life at IU project. Serving 
to host selected collections concern-
ing the activities of IU students, 
the Student Life at IU Web site 
http://www.dlib.indiana.edu/omeka/
archives/studentlife/ brings together 
memorable moments drawn from the 
holdings of the IU Archives. Student 
Life at IU is part of an initiative at 
the IU Archives designed to depict 
and describe the cultural, social, and 
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Troy Eller and Alison Stankrauff, Assistant Editors 
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political activities of students during 
their time at Indiana University. 
Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods
The mission of the Sisters of Provi-
dence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Indiana, in Arequipa, Peru, from 
1963 to 1975 is the focus of a new 
Heritage Museum exhibit in Provi-
dence Center. Included in this exhibit 
are many hand-carved items, such 
as Nativity sets, dolls, crosses and 
Arte Grotesque pieces; hand-crafted 
items like blankets, ponchos, napkins, 
purses, and a sterling silver cross; and 
several paintings, photos, and school 
annuals. The Heritage Museum is free 
and open to the public.
Society of Indiana Archivists 
The Society of Indiana Archivists 
(SIA) held its annual conference at 
the University of Indianapolis April 
27–28. The Pre-Conference Workshop 
on Disaster Planning included hands-
on exercises taught by conservators 
from the Indiana State Archives and 
the Indiana State Library. The theme 
of the conference was outreach, which 
included sessions that addressed Indi-
ana History Day, outreach initiatives, 
digitizing collections, grant writing, 
Web statistics, and lone arranger issues. 
The presentations will be available on 
the SIA Web site soon at http://www 
.inarchivists.org. 
Iowa
Iowa State University (ISU)
This year is the sesquicentennial an-
niversary of the Morrill Act of 1862, 
which funded land grant colleges. 
Iowa was the first state to accept the 
provisions of the Morrill Act, and, 
for this anniversary, the ISU Special 
Collections Department has made the 
papers of its first president, Adonijah 
Strong Welch, available on-line. 
Welch served as the president of the 
Iowa State Agricultural College (now 
ISU) from 1869 until 1883, and then 
as chair of the History of Civilization 
and Practical Psychology Department 
until his death in 1989. Welch’s 
papers can be accessed at http://tw.gs/
Sbx70.
KANSAS
University of Kansas (KU) 
Libraries 
In 2011, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities awarded $70,939 
to the University of Kansas Libraries 
for cataloging and digitizing the col-
lection of John Gould, a nineteenth 
century British publisher of illustrated 
bird books. Approximately 6,300 
manuscript drawings and paintings 
and lithographic stones, proofs, and 
published prints will be made acces-
sible on-line. The project will also 
catalog the research archive of the 
late Gould biographer Gordon Sauer. 
Robert J. dole Institute of 
Politics, University of Kansas 
The “Herb Block Exhibition” will 
be on display at the Robert J. Dole 
Institute of Politics, University of 
Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, until 
August 21. The exhibit features five 
panels of political cartoons on the 
topics of environment, education, 
civil rights, and democracy, as well 
as caricatures of 13 U.S. presidents 
by four-time Pulitzer Prize-winning 
editorial cartoonist Herb Block. The 
exhibit is on loan from the Herb Block 
Foundation. 
KENTUCKY
Filson Historical Society 
The Filson Historical Society is 
proud to announce that Emily Hikes 
has been awarded its H. F. Boehl 
Summer Internship. Hikes will be at 
The Filson for two months assisting 
with general collections management, 
reference, and social media endeavors.
Northern Kentucky University
Archivist Lois Hamill received a 
University Community Partnership 
grant to acquire the Cyrus Reasoner 
Civil War Correspondence. This 
collection has been digitized and is 
now available on the Special Collec-
tion’s Web site at http://archives.nku 
.edu/special_collections/collections/
reasoner/index.php. 
University of Kentucky Special 
Collections Library 
On April 20, 2012, University of 
Kentucky (UK) Special Collec-
tions Library with UK’s School of 
Music hosted a program, reception, 
exhibit, and recital honoring UK’s 
composer-in-residence Joseph Baber, 
and dedicated the donation of his 
papers (1937–2007). Program attend-
ees listened to a presentation about 
Baber’s life and compositions, and 
received a specially-printed keepsake 
created by the Special Collections 
King Library Press based on the score 
from Baber’s opera Rumpelstiltskin. 
The evening recital featured three 
of Baber’s compositions performed 
by various UK music school faculty 
members.
Michigan
Michigan Technological 
University
The Michigan Tech Archives and 
Copper Country Historical Collec-
tions has begun a two-year project 
funded by a $168,000 grant from 
the National Historical Publica-
tions and Records Commission’s 
(NHPRC) “Detailed Processing 
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Projects” program. The grant sup-
ports two project archivists, Rachael 
Bussert and Daniel Michelson. The 
project will improve access to 92 
historic collections documenting 
the history of Michigan’s Copper 
Country, from the copper mining, 
railroad, and maritime industries to 
records of local schools, churches, and 
social organizations. Project updates 
will be posted to the Archives’ blog at 
http://blogs.mtu.edu/archives.
and open to the public. Carleton has 
also begun digitization of over five 
hundred hours of oral history inter-
views of Carleton faculty, students, 
alumni, and staff facilitated by the 
college from 1991 to the present. This 
project will be completed by the fall 
of 2012. See http://apps.carleton.edu/
digitalcollections/.
Northfield History 
Collaborative 
The Northfield History Collaborative 
in Northfield, Minnesota, received a 
$7,000 Legacy Fund Grant to survey 
local historical records belonging to 
members of the Collaborative. These 
surveys will be used by the Collabora-
tive to create a documentation strat-
egy for Northfield area institutions, 
create on-line collection descriptions, 
and plan for future digitization proj-
ects. Current collection descriptions, 
as well as scanned photographs and 
documents, can be found at http://
northfieldhistorycollaborative.org/.
MISSOURI
Museum of Osteopathic 
Medicine
The Auxiliary to the Missouri Asso-
ciation of Osteopathic Physicians and 
Surgeons, and the Auxiliary to the 
American Osteopathic Association, 
whose missions are to promote and 
support the osteopathic profession, 
provide annual grants and support to 
those who actively promote the pro-
fession and its legacy. The Museum 
of Osteopathic Medicine received 
recognition from both organizations 
for its work on preserving the history 
of the profession, for a total of $5,500 
for the digitization, preservation, and 
access of early osteopathic medical 
journals and books. See http://www 
.atsu.edu/museum.
Missouri Association of 
Museums and Archives 
In partnership with the Missouri 
Humanities Council, the Missouri 
Association of Museums and Archives 
will hold its annual conference on Oc-
tober 19–20, 2012, in Jefferson City. 
On Friday, attendees have the option 
to attend behind-the-scenes tours of 
local museums and an opening recep-
tion. Saturday’s conference panels 
focus on the basics of creating an ex-
hibition, preservation of archival and 
museum collections, and fundraising/
development. For more information, 
visit http://missourimuseums.org.
National Archives at Kansas City 
Join the National Archives at Kansas 
City for What is Old is New: Rediscov-
ering Records for Genealogy Research, 
on October 6. Genealogy records 
once found on microfilm are becom-
ing available on-line. Learn to use and 
access these tools and resources, and 
re-examine records for clues that may 
have been missed. For information, 
contact kansascity.archives@nara.gov.
National World War I Museum
The National World War I Museum 
has begun the digitization of its 
museum and archival collections for 
access purposes as a goal of the insti-
tution’s long-range strategic plan. Last 
summer, the Museum was awarded a 
two-year grant that provided funding 
for a collections registrar position, 
whose primary responsibility is collec-
tions digitization, and the purchase of 
equipment to accomplish that work. 
Nebraska
Nebraska State Historical 
Society
The seamy side of life is getting 
some attention at the Nebraska 
This poster for a social event in Mohawk, 
MI, is part of MS-717, Scott Print Shop 
Samples, one of 92 collections to be pro-
cessed during an NHPRC-funded project 
at the Michigan Tech Archives. Image 
#ACC-03-117D-001-08-04 courtesy of 
the Michigan Tech Archives.
MINNESOTA
Carleton College 
Carleton College in Northf ield, 
Minnesota completed the digitization 
of its archival news releases from 
1951–2001, consisting of 20,000 
pages. The entire collection is full text 
searchable, downloadable as PDFs, (Continued on page 28)
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State Historical Society (http://www 
.nebraskahistory .org) in the exhibit, 
“Hard Time: Nebraska’s Historic 
Mug Shots.” Presenting a rogues’ gal-
lery of people incarcerated by the 
Nebraska penal system, the exhibit 
is based on the Society’s extensive 
collection of prison mug shots dating 
back to the 1860s. Public case records, 
newspaper accounts, and other images 
round out the stories of common 
criminals, from chicken thieves to 
prostitutes.
North dakota
University of North dakota
The Chester Fritz Library is winding 
up its fiftieth anniversary year, and 
the Elwyn B. Robinson Depart-
ment of Special Collections, in col-
laboration with the Department of 
History, has digitized an assortment 
of photographs, documents, and 
recordings for the The Fritz @ 50 Web 
site http://library.und.edu/fritz-at-50/. 
The Library has hosted several special 
events, including presentations and 
“Cold Recall,” a Norwegian exhibit 
commemorating the centennial of 
Roald Amundsen’s discovery of the 
South Pole.
Ohio
Case Western Reserve 
University
The Kelvin Smith Library has ac-
quired the archives of the Cleveland 
Play House, America’s first profession-
al regional theater, founded in 1915. 
Processing began in January 2012 and 
is estimated to be a three-year project. 
Progress reports and descriptions of 
some of the treasures revealed can 
be seen at http://library.case.edu/
ksl/collections/special/localinterest/
clevelandplayhouse/.
Ohio EAd FACTORy
The EAD FACTORy, a consortium 
of Ohio institutions, currently con-
tains nearly 2,700 finding aids (http://
ead.ohiolink.edu). The consortium 
has joined the Social Networks and 
Archival Context (SNAC) Project, 
a joint effort to increase access to 
primary sources through the use 
of EAD and EAC-CPF by pulling 
together biographical records of per-
sons, corporate bodies, and families. 
A second phase, now underway, will 
substantially increase the number of 
source finding aids and develop new 
tools and methods for data discovery 
and use. See http://socialarchive.iath 
.virginia.edu/.
Society of Ohio Archivists 
(SOA)
The SOA (http://www.ohioarchivists 
.org) announced its 2012 Merit Award 
winners. William Barrow, special col-
lections librarian at Cleveland State 
University, was recognized for his ef-
forts in founding and directing Cleve-
land Memory and Ohio’s Heritage 
Northeast projects. Angela O’Neal, 
director of Collections Services at the 
Ohio Historical Society (OHS), was 
recognized for her outstanding service 
to SOA and for promoting archives 
within Ohio.
SOUTH dAKOTA
South dakota digital Archives 
South Dakota Digital Archives, http://
sddigitalarchives.contentdm.oclc.org/
cdm, an on-line resource that went 
live in January, makes these collec-
tions more accessible to the public 
and protects the originals. While the 
resource contains documents from 
government and manuscript collec-
tions, the largest collection consists 
of photographs, which are made 
available through the “Preserving 
South Dakota in Photos” initiative. 
The archives photo digitization staff 
is digitizing and cataloging images 
that number more than 16,050, now 
available on-line.
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OhioERC: A Vital Collaboration for the 21st Century
By Daniel W. Noonan, Ohio State University 
The state of Ohio has played a unique role in addressing the 
electronic records management challenges of the twenty-
first century. The Ohio Electronic Records Committee 
(OhioERC, or “Committee”) began as a collaborative initia-
tive between the Ohio State Archives and the Department 
of Administrative Services’ Office of Information Systems 
Policy and Planning (OPP). OhioERC has since morphed 
into a vital, volunteer committee providing guidance for 
public sector agencies across Ohio. Its new mission state-
ment declares, “The Ohio Electronic Records Committee 
identifies best practices and develops resources concerning 
the creation, maintenance, long-term preservation, and 
access to the electronic records of Ohio’s public entities. The 
Committee advocates for implementation of, and educates 
its constituencies regarding, these best practices.”1 
In the summer of 1998, the State Archives, under the lead-
ership of Charlie Arp and in conjunction with the OPP, 
brought together representatives from various segments 
of state government to review, discuss, and revise a draft 
electronic records policy. From these seminal meetings was 
born the OhioERC. The draft policy was based largely on 
the Policy on Electronic Recordkeeping from the Archives 
Authority of New South Wales, Australia.2 Some of the 
chief elements arising from the policy discussion were: 
•	 Lack of concern with storage space—saving marginal 
records to ensure that all important records that were 
preserved seemed acceptable
•	 A preference to schedule databases in their entirety 
rather than transactional records within databases, and 
seeking to isolate and preserve only those elements 
•	 Eagerness to resolve E-mail issues3
By May 1999, the OPP (now the Ohio Office of Informa-
tion Technology-OIT) reviewed, endorsed, and adopted 
the policy, OPP-030, which was superseded by the State 
of Ohio IT Policy: Electronic Records (ITP-E.30).4
Early in the course of the Committee’s work—even 
before the policy was finalized or adopted—the need 
for more guidance on specific issues and technologies 
became self-evident. Subcommittees were established to 
draft guidelines, with much of this work undertaken by 
staff members of the State Archives in consultation with 
subcommittee members. Initial efforts focused on E-mail 
management and document imaging, soon expanding to 
address issues relating to databases, trustworthy informa-
tion recordkeeping systems, and Web sites.
While the OhioERC has been successful, the road for the 
past decade and a half has not always been a smooth one. 
Initially, the purpose of the Committee was to “…draft 
policy for the creation, maintenance, long term preserva-
tion of and access to electronic records created by Ohio’s 
state government.”5 This did not allow the Committee 
to provide advice and guidance to local governments. By 
2003, the Committee’s mission statement was modified to 
rectify this situation, reading: “The goal of the Electronic 
Records Committee (ERC) is to draft model policies, 
recommendations, and guidelines for the creation, main-
tenance, long term preservation of and access to electronic 
records created by Ohio’s state and local governments.”6 
Additionally, Committee membership was expanded to 
include representatives of local government.
The Committee began as a collaboration with the State 
Archives and OPP, but the OPP stepped aside from the 
collaboration early on, and the Committee had no real 
governance structure beyond the state archivist serving 
as chair. Therefore, when Arp resigned in 2003, there 
was no process in place to maintain the Committee while 
awaiting a state archivist replacement. Fortunately, the 
members chose to appoint a member as interim chair until 
new State Archivist Laurie Gemmill assumed the chair 
position. Coinciding with the appointment of the new 
chair, Committee member David Landsbergen of The 
Ohio State University’s John Glenn Institute for Public 
Service and Public Policy, proposed a partnership with 
the Committee.7 This partnership led to a survey, which 
gauged the awareness and adoption of the Committee’s 
guidance documents. The executive summary of the report 
of the survey results stated the following: 
The report finds that the ERC’s work is being 
utilized throughout all levels of Ohio government. 
Especially promising is that municipalities are 
already utilizing the ERC’s work at a higher rate 
than state agencies. Study results suggest that 
the ERC should now make a systematic effort 
to include representatives of local government 
on the ERC committee….The most compelling 
recommendation for future action is for some 
kind of organization in Ohio, perhaps the ERC, 
to represent the interests of state and local govern-
ments in the ongoing development of electronic 
records law and policy.8
(Continued on page 30)
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While Ohio has yet to form such an organization, the 
OhioERC has been successful in expanding membership 
to include local government agencies. 
The Committee decided to tackle the issue of governance 
by adopting bylaws that created an executive committee 
as well as standing and ad hoc committees, and initiated 
standards of governance, such as elected leaders from the 
membership.9 By establishing an elected leadership— 
chair, vice chair, secretary, and, through succession, past 
chair, the notion that the Committee was now truly a 
statewide effort was cemented. Recognizing the origins of 
the Committee and the continued need for State Archives 
involvement, the executive committee included the state 
archivist.
The OhioERC has gone beyond authoring guidelines 
and best practices to actively promoting its products. In 
2010, the Committee, with support of the Ohio Historical 
Records Advisory Board (OHRAB), and several local 
chapters of ARMA International, presented “OhioERC 
Guidelines: Best Practices for Email Management and 
Digital Imaging” to over three hundred representatives 
of state, county, and municipal government and private 
sector organizations.10 WGTE Public Media captured 
one of the presentation sessions for its Knowledge Stream 
self-enhancing learning community Web site.11
Since 2008, the OhioERC has been branding itself for 
greater visibility and recognition. These efforts include:
•	 Changing the acronym from OERC to OhioERC to 
emphasize the connection with Ohio, not Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Oconomowoc, Ontario, Oman, etc.
•	 Creating a logo
•	 Establishing a new Web presence on a wiki platform 
(http://www.OhioERC.org) 
•	 Condensing the OhioERC guidelines into digestible 
“Tip Sheets”
•	 Using templates for guidelines, tip sheets, and commit-
tee documentation12
Even with these successes, the OhioERC continues to 
examine and contemplate its purpose and focus, striving 
to engage and retain active members. This introspection 
has led to a new Mission Statement, found earlier in this 
article, and to a revision of the bylaws and the adoption 
of administrative procedures.13 The bylaws now include 
succession planning for the Committee leadership, 
expectations for member participation, and a leadership 
progression structure from vice chair to chair to past chair, 
(Continued from page 29)
each position held for a two-year term. This structure 
lends a blend of stability and change to the Committee, 
creating a healthier and more robust organization. The 
state archivist maintains an ex officio role, reinforcing 
the collaboration between the OhioERC and State 
Archives. The Committee officially meets four times a 
year, but as it is a working body and no longer simply 
an advisory group, many more meetings take place by 
members through subcommittees. In summary, the bylaws 
address membership expectations, and, coupled with the 
new administrative procedures, promote a more effective 
environment for accomplishing the Committee’s mission.
What began 14 years ago as an initiative to develop a 
policy for a single issue, has evolved into a dynamic, 
self-sustaining, volunteer group comprised of members 
from libraries, archives, historical societies, state agencies, 
local government, elected officials, K–12, and higher 
education. Moving forward, the OhioERC is well-
positioned to remain vital to the on-going Ohio state 
and local government organizations’ investigation of 
the implications of creating, utilizing, and preserving 
electronic records and information.
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electronic-recordkeeping (8 May 2012).
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Page: The History…,” http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/
ohioerc/index.php?title=Ohio_Electronic_Records_
Committee#The_History... (8 May 2012).
4. The State of Ohio Office of Information Technol-
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5. Charles Arp, “The Ohio Electronic Records Commit-
tee Update,” Ohio Archivist 33:2 (Fall 2002): 23, http://
ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/soa/images/a/ae/OAFall2002 
.pdf#page=23 (8 May 2012).
6. Ohio Archivist 34:1 (Spring 2003): 26, http://ohsweb 
.ohiohistory.org/soa/images/a/ae/OASpring2003 
.pdf#page=26 (8 May 2012).
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An Enduring Media: Handling and Storage of Glass Plate Negatives
By Lisa Wood, Ohio Historical Society
Glass plates were used as a base for photographic negatives 
from the 1850s through the 1920s. They were used by both 
amateur and professional photographers, photographers 
working in studios, itinerant and industrial photographers, 
and photographers employed to shoot both babies and 
mine workers. Given their longevity and widespread 
use, they are found in many, if not most, archives with 
photographic collections. 
In the Ohio Historical Society archives there are extensive 
collections of glass plate negatives that were created for 
varied purposes. There are the glass plate negatives taken 
by amateur photographer Henry Cooke, son of financier 
Jay Cooke, while his extended family vacationed at the 
Cookes’ summer home on Gibraltar Island in Lake Erie. 
The Cooke family photographs are candid views of upper 
class Victorian life and common summer activities, such 
as croquet, boating, and fishing. There are photographic 
archives of companies engaged in heavy manufacturing, 
such as the Jeffrey Manufacturing Company, who made 
mining equipment and industrial chain in Columbus, and 
the Youngstown Sheet and Tube Company, once one of 
the largest producers of steel in the world. The detailed 
images captured on glass plates bring to life the dirt, heat, 
and danger of laboring in factories and mines. There is 
a collection of over 5,000 glass plates that represents the 
career of itinerant portrait photographer Albert J. Ewing 
from Washington County, Ohio. From about 1896 to 
1912, Ewing traveled throughout central West Virginia 
photographing people in their surroundings and creating 
a remarkable record of Appalachia. In the collection of the 
Baker Art Gallery, a prominent Columbus photography 
studio, there are portraits of entertainers, politicians, 
and generations of central Ohio residents on glass plate 
negatives.
These collections are just a few examples of the wide range 
of Ohioans’ historical experiences preserved on glass plate 
negatives. The breadth and depth of glass plate negative 
collections at the Ohio Historical Society can be found in 
many repositories. This a medium on which an important 
part of our cultural heritage has been recorded, and, 
with appropriate and careful handling and storage these 
visual resources can be preserved and made accessible for 
generations to come.
Types of Glass Negatives
There are two types of glass negatives, wet collodion and 
dry plate.
Wet collodion negatives were introduced in the United 
States around 1855. As the negatives were hand-coated 
by photographers, they are distinguished by the uneven 
thickness of the film along the edges of the plates. Silver 
gelatin dry plate negatives replaced wet collodion nega-
tives in the late 1880s and remained in common use until 
the 1920s. Dry plate negatives were far more convenient 
for photographers because they could purchase prepared 
plates from manufacturers in standard sizes. Determining 
if plates are wet collodion negatives or dry plate negatives 
can be useful in dating the images. For the purposes of 
handling and storage, the two types of glass plate negatives 
can be managed with the same procedures.
Physical Handling
Like all photographic media, glass plate negatives are suscep-
tible to damage from fingerprints. However, wearing gloves, 
particularly cotton gloves, to handle glass plates reduces the 
manual dexterity necessary to handle glass safely. Glass is 
slippery and old glass can crack without applying a great deal 
of pressure. Some conservators recommend wearing latex 
gloves when working with glass plates. Others maintain that 
washing your hands thoroughly prior to handling glass plate 
negatives, and frequently during the course of your work, 
is acceptable. You should always hold the plates with both 
hands on opposite edges.
Enclosures
Glass plate negatives often come to repositories stored 
in wooden cases or stacked in the commercial dry plate 
negative boxes in which photographers purchased them. 
Neither type of container is acceptable for long-term stor-
age. Glass plates also frequently come to archives in old, 
acidic envelopes. The plates need to be removed from these 
envelopes, but frequently there is information describing 
the images—like dates, locations, and photographers’ 
names—recorded on them. Archivists typically record 
this information on the new negative enclosures. 
Glass plate negatives must be stored individually in acid-
free paper enclosures. Plates that are not enclosed are in 
(Continued on page 32)
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danger of having the emulsion scratched or pulled away 
from the glass, or of losing portions of the image. The best 
choice of enclosure for glass plates is a four-flap negative 
envelope, sometimes called “diapers” by archivists. Four-
flap envelopes completely enclose the plates. Putting glass 
plates in envelopes or folders with open sides leaves the 
plates vulnerable to slipping out. Flaking and peeling 
emulsion is a common problem with glass plate negatives. 
Pulling plates in and out of envelopes or sleeves poses the 
risk of catching and tugging on an emulsion that is already 
peeling away from the glass base. Four-flap envelopes can 
be opened, and plates inspected or removed, without the 
plates rubbing against the enclosure. This style of envelope 
can be custom-made or purchased from archival suppliers 
in standard sizes. 
When you are rehousing glass plate negatives, you may find 
plates that are fused together. This is especially common 
when plates have been stacked directly on top of one 
another and stored in humid conditions with fluctuating 
temperatures. Do not attempt to pry the plates apart by 
applying pressure. There is a great risk of cracking the 
plates. Consult a conservator to find out if separating the 
plates is possible.
Boxing and Shelving
It is usually recommended that glass plate negatives stand 
upright in archival boxes. They should stand on the longest 
side of the plate to fully distribute the weight of the glass. 
When plates are stacked horizontally, unnecessary pressure 
is put on the plates at the bottom of the pile. Plates should 
not shift or slide in their boxes. If they do not fit the box 
snugly, the space can be filled with acid-free boards cut 
the same size as the negatives. For additional support, the 
plates can also be interleaved with acid-free boards. Plates 
should be boxed with others of the same size. For example, 
do not box 4 x 5-inch plates with 5 x 7-inch plates—the 
smaller plates will not fully support the surface area of 
the larger plates.
Cracked, chipped, and broken plates are the exception 
to the rule of storing plates upright. Cracked or chipped 
plates should be stored horizontally with sheets of acid-free 
board in between the plates to provide additional support. 
Plates that are in multiple pieces are best stored in sunken 
mats that will hold the pieces in place. Boxes that contain 
broken plates must be labeled on the outside to warn staff 
that the contents are fragile and the boxes must remain 
horizontal. Unless plates have shattered into countless 
pieces, keeping broken plates is worthwhile, because it is 
still possible to make contact prints from the plates, or 
scan the plates and preserve the images.
Another exception to the rule of storing glass plate 
negatives upright are mammoth plates. The Thesaurus 
for Graphic Materials defines mammoth plates as “Large 
photographs taken during the second half of the 1800s; 
various sizes, including 18 x 22 inches and 20 x 24 inches. 
Includes both the wet collodion negatives and the prints 
made from them.” These plates are rare compared to 
standard 4 x 5-inch, 5 x 7-inch and 8 x 10-inch plates. 
While there are thousands of smaller glass plates at the 
Ohio Historical Society, there are just a few dozen mam-
moth plates. To fully support the entire surface area of 
plates this size, flat storage is the best option. It would 
be ideal for a conservator to construct custom enclosures 
and boxes for mammoth plates. If that is not possible, flat 
storage in drawers or boxes with adequate padding to keep 
the plates from shifting should protect them.
Glass plate negatives are heavy! Do not overfill boxes with 
glass plate negatives. It is much better to house a glass plate 
collection in a number of small boxes than to fill a cubic 
foot box with glass plates. Never put glass plate negatives 
in boxes that are not in good condition. The weight of 
glass plates could easily cause the bottom to fall out of 
a box that is not sturdy. Archival suppliers make boxes 
designed specifically for glass plate storage. Creating box 
labels that say something similar to “Glass Plates—Handle 
Carefully” is a good way to alert staff that they are about 
to pick up a box that contains weighty and fragile material. 
It is not recommended that boxes of glass plate negatives 
be stored on mobile shelving. The motion of the shelves 
can cause the plates to shift in their boxes and increases 
the risk of breakage. Additionally, the height of the shelves 
on which boxes holding glass plates are placed should 
be considered. It may be awkward for staff to lift heavy 
boxes from the top or bottom shelves. Boxes containing 
glass plate negatives should never be stacked on or under 
other boxes.
Providing Access
It is best to minimize the need for physical handling of 
glass plate negatives. For many years, making contact 
prints on fiber-based archival photo paper was the stan-
dard method for providing access to glass plate negative 
collections. Maintaining the equipment and purchasing 
the supplies for traditional contact printing has become 
difficult and expensive in the age of digital photography. 
Fortunately, glass plate negatives have proven to be a 
(Continued from page 31)
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medium that is well-suited for scanning. The tonal 
range and incredible detail that glass plate negatives 
are noted for can be captured in high resolution tiff 
files. Be sure the scanner bed is clean and will fully 
support the surface area of the negatives. Always 
place negatives on the scanner bed emulsion side up. 
Once glass plate negatives are scanned, they can be 
printed or made available on-line, and the original 
plates returned to storage.
Conclusion
Even in less than ideal enclosures and storage 
conditions, thousands of glass plate negatives have 
remained intact for decades. With careful handling, 
consistent storage procedures, and employing com-
mon sense, archivists can ensure that they survive 
for many more.
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Vintage Film and Media Literacy
By Paul Eisloeffel
A  m a r r i e d 
couple  e at s 
b r e a k f a s t 
in an idyllic 
d o m e s t i c 
setting. The 
wife discerns 
t h a t  h e r 
husband is not 
pleased with the coffee she’s prepared. “Bad taste!” he 
exclaims. At her wits’ end, the wife confides in a friend, 
who turns her on to Folgers coffee. All is well again at 
the homestead.1
Next, a woman 
finds herself in 
a  threaten ing 
situat ion: one 
of her tires has 
blown out in a 
rainy, dark, and 
menacing setting. 
Superimposed 
words appear: “When there’s no man around. . . .” If only she 
had been provided Goodyear tires by the man in her life, this 
crisis could have been averted.2
F i n a l l y,  we  s e e  a 
suburban housewife 
who is the consummate 
m u l t i t a s k e r .  S h e 
manages the family 
budget, shops thriftily, 
and takes an active 
role in the upbringing 
and education of her 
children. She clearly 
keeps the workings of 
the household together.3
The two television commercials and the film described 
above illustrate societal attitudes from the past that the 
modern audience may find obvious—but are they? 
It is probably safe to say that most of us are not 
moonlighting as K–12 classroom teachers, but we do 
supply many teachers with the stuff of study: primary 
Still from Folgers coffee commercial, c. 1962.
Still from Goodyear tire commercial, c. 1965.
source material that harkens to our past. And beyond 
the clear historical value of these unique documents 
are nuances of cultural and societal motifs that are still 
relevant today. This relevance, with the history lesson 
thrown in, makes some vintage films prime sources for 
teaching media literacy, a feature woven into the fabric of 
most states’ K–12 educational standards.4
What is media literacy? Here is one definition, from the 
National Council of Teachers of English: 
Media literacy is the capacity to access, analyze, evalu-
ate, and communicate messages in a wide variety of 
forms. This expanded conceptualization of literacy 
responds to the demands of cultural participation 
in the 21st century. . . . Like literacy in general, 
media literacy is applied in a wide variety of contexts 
when watching television or reading newspapers, for 
example, or when posting commentary to a blog. 
Indeed, media literacy is implicated everywhere one 
encounters information and entertainment content. 
And like literacy in general, media literacy can be 
taught and learned.5
Media literacy asks these questions: 
Who created or paid for the message?
What is the purpose of the message?
Who is the target audience?
What values and points of view does it convey?
What techniques are used to get attention; to make 
it believable?
Who or what is omitted, and why?
Who benefits?
Suffice it to say, these are all important questions. Why 
was a media piece created in the first place? To address a 
perceived need? But what need, perceived by whom, and 
why? Is there bias, a hidden agenda? These inquiries are 
not unlike analysis of any historic document—vintage 
films can be subjected to the same kind of scrutiny. 
While any type of film (theatrical films and home movies 
included) can be the object of such inquiry, the sponsored 
film genre arguably fits the bill the best. These films are 
all pretty much advertisements by nature, and include the 
TV commercials referenced above as well as any film that 
was made for a persuasive purpose—some subtle; others 
Still from American Thrift, 1962.
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not so much. Included in this genre are promotional 
films, social training films, and propaganda films. They 
are revealing about our culture and its evolution, resonate 
with students raised on television and YouTube, are more 
often than not rather kitschy in the context of our modern 
sensibilities (read: wildly entertaining), and are getting 
increased attention as valuable historical documents.6 
The subject matter of sponsored films runs the gamut: 
gender roles (a strong and recurring theme), lifestyle 
choices, health-related issues, popularity, measures of 
success in society, political affiliation, careers, workplace 
behavior, family life, personal hygiene, sexual orientation, 
and much more are all fodder for both text and subtext in 
the sponsored film genre. 
So, what of our three examples?
In the Folgers commercial, the woman’s purpose is to 
please her husband, yet she is portrayed as weak and 
unimaginative. The husband, too, is rather clueless; while 
he insists on certain standards, he is powerless to even 
suggest a course of action. Both come across as befuddled; 
the real hero of the piece is the acquaintance, and, by 
extension, the coffee. 
In contrast, the Goodyear tire advertisement shows 
the woman ostensibly dealing with her threatening 
environment—something we couldn’t imagine of the 
Folgers wife. However, her self-reliance has its limits; when 
a tire blows, she reverts to helplessness. Although no men 
are shown, they are unmistakably portrayed as powerful 
and resourceful, even to the point of providing the tires 
in the first place, a function portrayed squarely within a 
man’s realm of responsibility. 
The third example shows the man taking a backseat to his 
wife’s authority and dominance over the household and 
family. She is portrayed as the lynchpin of the American 
suburban family, while he shrugs in ignorance and reads 
the newspaper. 
Besides all the value vintage-sponsored films have as tools 
for mastering media literacy, they also provide a basis for 
context and comparison. They give us a look at issues still 
relevant today through a very specific lens to the past. 
Where can you find vintage-sponsored films? If not in 
your own collections, the Internet is your best bet. Here 
are a few of the top sites:
•	 Internet Archive (http://www.archive.org). Perhaps the 
premiere site for vintage sponsored films, this is also a 
good place for sound recordings, documents, and more 
contemporary video.
•	 YouTube (http://www.youtube.com). More famous for 
modern video clips, YouTube is a source for some good 
vintage stuff, too. Some archives are using YouTube as 
a site for mounting their own cache of vintage films.
•	 Library of Congress’ American Memory site (memory.
loc.gov/ammem). This is a great source for vintage film, 
especially from the late nineteenth century and the early 
part of the twentieth. The Library’s general collections, 
filtered for moving images, can also be searches from 
their home page, http://www.loc.gov. 
•	 National Archives (http://www.archives.gov). Through 
NARA’s advanced search engine, queries can be 
restricted to moving images and searched by keywords.
Notes
1. Folgers coffee commercial,” c.1962, http://www 
.archive.org/details/FolgersCoffe (1 May 2012). 
2. “Goodyear tire commercial,” c.1965, http://www 
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3. American Thrift, 1962, http://www.archive.org/
details/American1962 (1 May 2012).
4. Most of the MAC-region states include media literacy 
in their standards for English, communication arts, 
social studies, history, civics, health, consumer skills, 
and media. Details can be found at the Web site: Frank 
Baker, “State Teaching Standards,” (2000) http://
www.frankwbaker.com/state_lit.htm (1 May 2012).
5. National Council of Teachers of English, “Code 
of Best Practices in Fair Use for Media Literacy 
Education,” 2008, ed.sc.gov/agency/pr/standards-and-
curriculum/documents/CodeofBestPracticesinFairUs
eforMediaLiteracyEducation.pdf (1 May 2012). This 
document was the result of a collaboration among the 
National Association for Media Literacy Education, 
the Student Television Network, the Media Commis-
sion of the National Council of Teachers of English, 
the Action Coalition for Media Education, and the 
Visual Communication Division of the International 
Communication Association.
6. Rick Prelinger, A Field Guide to Sponsored Films 
(San Francisco: National Film Preservation Founda-
tion, 2006). The book is available for purchase or 
for download at http://www.filmpreservation.org/
dvds-and-books/the-field-guide-to-sponsored-film. 
36     MAC Newsletter  •  July 2012
Please submit “Up-and-Comers” items to Matthew Peek at freakyhistorian@hotmail.com.
Up-and-Comers: News for Student Archivists—Matthew Peek,  
Assistant Editor, Kent State University
MAC 2012 Annual Meeting Student Poster Session  
Unveils Accomplished Student Work 
By Matthew Peek
On April 21, the MAC 2012 Annual Meeting student 
poster session was held at the Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Graduate students 
demonstrated their work and research, covering topics as 
varied as college residence hall archives and oral history’s 
impact on community. Heading this impressive display 
was Jeremy Katz, the winner of this year’s student poster 
session. A graduate student in Wright State University’s 
(WSU) public history program, Katz presented the 
results of his graduate capstone project, conducted at 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Dayton, founded in 
1910. Consisting of 150 linear feet and including ancient 
Jewish artifacts, the collection 
was transferred for safe storage 
to WSU Special Collections, 
and the entire processing and 
transfer coordination was 
conducted by Katz in the 
summer of 2011. 
Two posters stood out for the 
uniqueness of the materials 
and the students’ approaches to 
managing records. Jennifer L. 
Kirmer, a graduate student in 
the University of Wisconsin–
Madison S.L.I.S. program, 
presented a poster on “University 
Housing Media Digitization,” 
detailing the digitization of 
over 5,000 photographs and 
slides, while she served in a “liaison” capacity between 
the Housing Department and the University Archives. 
Kirmer’s digitization effort facilitated the addition 
of historic materials to the Archives, and provided a 
university department with access copies, serving to meet 
the needs of both parties and ensuring the preservation of 
University Housing’s marketing images. Kirmer’s project 
demonstrated the contributions that students can make 
when they connect the needs of campus departments 
with archival preservation and increased access—thus 
opening up greater internal constituencies within the 
university setting. 
A student in the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee’s 
on-line S.L.I.S. program, Stephanie L. Bricking, the Albin 
B. Sabin Archivist at the Henry R. Winkler Center for 
the History of the Health Professions at the University 
of Cincinnati, presented her poster on the grant-based 
digitization of the 50,000-item collection of Albin 
Sabin, the developer 
of the ora l,  l ive 
virus polio vaccine. 
T h e  c o l l e c t i o n 
is challenging in 
severa l  re spect s , 
most importantly, 
the great number 
of military testing 
r e c o r d s  f r o m 
Sabin’s  med ic a l 
mi l it a r y  ser v ic e 
in W WII, which 
conta in sensit ive 
data. Bricking has 
worked to develop a 
redaction policy in 
coordination with 
the In format ion 
Security Oversight Office of the National Archives 
and Records Administration. This policy addresses 
the complicated issues related to classif ied military 
materials from the 1940s to the 1960s, which serve as 
major obstacles to providing public access to millions of 
records nationwide. For more information, check out the 
collection’s Web site at http://sabin.uc.edu/. 
Jeremy Katz, Wright State University. Photo by Susan Jacobs.
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People and Posts—david McCartney, Assistant Editor, University of Iowa
Four archivists at the Walter P. 
Reuther Library at Wayne State 
University received promotions this 
year, including MAC members Troy 
Eller and Johanna Russ, who will 
each be classified as an Archivist II, 
effective in August.
James E. Fogerty announced his 
retirement from the Minnesota 
Historical Society, effective at the end 
of June 2012. 
Lee C. Fosburgh joined the Ameri-
can Society for the Surgery of the 
Hand as an archives consultant.
Emily (Lockhart) Gainer has been 
named special collections librarian at 
the Center for the History of Psychol-
ogy at the University of Akron.
In February, Louis Jones, CA, 
stepped into the Walter P. Reuther 
Library’s newly created field archivist 
position. 
In January, Joel Minor became the 
new curator of Modern Literature 
Collection/Manuscripts at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis. 
Wendy Pflug was hired as the associ-
ate curator for Collections of the Billy 
Ireland Cartoon Library at The Ohio 
State University. 
New Members
ILLINOIS
Amy Bishop
University of Illinois Library
Urbana
Liza Booker
University of Illinois
Chicago
Maryann R. Brickey
University of Illinois
Champaign
Isabel Gonzalez
University of Chicago
Chicago
Dan Grooms
Midwestern University
Downers Grove
Adam Heien
Peoria
Keith Helt
Crown Family Philanthropies
Chicago
Craighton Hippenhammer
Olivet Nazarene University
Bourbonnais
Rumyana Hristova
University of Illinois
Urbana
Jamie McGowan
University of Illinois
Champaign
Brandon Pieczko
University of Illinois
Urbana
Kyle Skager
Frankfort
INdIANA
Erika Dowell
Indiana University
Bloomington
IOWA
Harrison W. Inefuku
Iowa State University
Ames
KANSAS
Randy Roberts
Pittsburg State University
Pittsburg
KENTUCKY
Ruth Bryan
University of Kentucky
Lexington
Sarah-Jane Poindexter
The Filson Historical Society
Louisville
Deborah Skaggs Speth
University of Louisville
Louisville
MICHIGAN
Lauren Arnsman
Kellogg Community College
Battle Creek
Tim Borbely
Wayne State University
Wyandotte
Diann Cousino
IHM Sisters
Taylor
Talia Hofacker
Wayne State University
Detroit
Anne Hurd
Interlochen Center for the Arts
Interlochen
Kate Hutchens
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor
Daniel Michelson
Michigan Tech
Hancock
Natalie Clare Morath
Eastern Michigan University
Grosse Pointe Park
Jennifer Morrison
Davenport University
Grand Rapids
Bryce Rudder
Michigan Opera Theatre
Detroit
Lori Vargo
Spectrum Health
Grand Rapids
(Continued on page 38)
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MISSOURI
Paul Anderson
Washington University
St. Louis
Megan Blair
Warrensburg
Janet Caruthers
Columbia College
Columbia
Jennifer Farr
National Archives at St. Louis
Maryland Heights
Joel Minor
Washington University
St. Louis
Maggi Mueller
Saint Paul School of Theology
Kansas City
NEBRASKA
Annette Parde
University of Missouri
Lincoln
(Continued from page 37)
OHIO
Paul Heyde
Western Reserve Historical 
Society
Cleveland
Lisa Iacobellis
The Ohio State University
Pickerington
Lisa Rickey
Dayton Metro Library
Dayton
OUTSIdE THE MAC REGION
Meghan Poepping
Boston, MA
Beth Wilkins
Pine Bluffs, WY
Email: sois-archivesinfo@uwm.edu
Upcoming MAC 
Meeting  
Sites and dates
Fall Symposium, 2012 
Cincinnati, OH 
October 18–20, 2012
Annual Meeting, 2013 
Indianapolis, IN
April 17–20, 2013
Fall Symposium, 2013 
Green Bay, WI
September 25–27, 2013
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Goodbye and Welcome 
Melissa Gottwald has completed her term as assistant 
editor for “Regionalia.” Many thanks to Melissa for 
six years of compiling archives-related information 
from around the world for our membership.
Taking over is Jeremy Brett. Welcome, Jeremy! 
MACers with information related to “Regionalia” 
are encouraged to contact Jeremy at archiv_boy@
yahoo.com.
Archives and Records Association (UK and 
Ireland)
The Grand Hotel Brighton in Brighton, England, is the 
site of the annual meeting scheduled for August 29–31. 
The conference theme “Progression, Innovation, and 
New Landscapes” will be explored through sessions on 
topics including documenting the London Olympics, 
approaching users as consumers, and forming new 
strategic partnerships. See http://www.archives.org.uk/
ara-conference/the-ara-conference.html.
Archives and Records Management 
Association of New Zealand
The annual meeting with the theme “Inside and Outside 
the Box” will be held in Wellington, New Zealand, on 
October 23–24. Post-conference workshops and tours will 
take place on October 25. See http://www.aranz.org.nz/
Site/events/Conferences/2012_Conference.aspx.
Archivists for Congregations of Women 
Religious
The triennial conference “Challenges of the Present: 
Shaping Our Future Now” will take place on September 
6–9 in New Orleans, LA: http://www.archivistsacwr.org/
Conference.htm.
document Academy
The annual meeting DOCAM’12 (http://conferences 
.fims.uwo.ca/DOCAM12/) will be held August 15–17 
in London, Ontario, at Western University (formerly 
University of Western Ontario). The aim of the Docu-
ment Academy is to foster a multi-disciplinary space 
for experimental and critical research on documents in 
the widest sense, drawing on scholarship; traditions and 
experiences from the arts and humanities; social sciences; 
education; and from such diverse fields as information, 
media, museum, archival, cultural, and science studies.
International Council on Archives (ICA)
The 2012 International Congress, http://www.ica2012 
.com, takes place in Brisbane, Australia, on August 20–24. 
The Congress will examine our “climate of change” 
through the themes of sustainability, trust, and identity. 
ICA’s Congress is held every four years and is open to 
professional archivists around the world. 
International Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions (IFLA)
During the IFLA General Conference and Assembly 
in Helsinki, Finland (http://conference.ifla.org/ifla78/
session-87), the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section 
will hold a special all-day session on August 13 at the 
National Library of Finland. The session “Marketing of 
Rare and Special Collections in a Digital Age” will focus 
on dynamic new outreach initiatives in special collections 
and the changing roles of their caretakers. 
National Episcopal Historians and Archivists
The annual meeting is planned for August 21–24 in Buf-
falo, NY. The program will include workshops that focus 
on archival practices. See http://www.episcopalhistorians 
.org/activities/2012-neha-conference.
Northeast document Conservation Center
Upcoming educational opportunities include a series of 
Webinars on “Fundamentals of Digitization,” as well as 
Webinars on the handling and care of photographs and 
scrapbooks. See http://www.nedcc.org/education/training 
.calendar.php.
Oral History Association
The annual meeting with the theme, “Sing It Out, Shout 
It Out, Say It Out Loud: Giving Voice through Oral 
History,” will take place October 10–14 in Cleveland, 
OH: http://www.oralhistory.org. The meeting will focus 
not only on the many ways that people express themselves 
within oral histories, but also the ways in which people 
craft existing oral histories into other means of expression.
Simmons College
The Digital Stewardship Certificate is an on-line, five-
course, post-master’s program that imparts the concepts 
and skills needed to create and manage a sustainable digital 
repository, library, or archives. It prepares graduates to 
manage digital objects over time through active, ongoing 
oversight of the total environment (content, technologies, 
and user expectations). See http://www.simmons.edu/dsc.
(Continued on page 40)
Regionalia—Melissa Gottwald, Assistant Editor, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
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Society of American Archivists
The annual meeting with the theme “Beyond Borders” 
will take place at the Hilton San Diego Bayfront in San 
Diego, CA, August 6–11. Education sessions and plenaries 
are scheduled for August 9–11, with pre-conference work-
shops and meetings on August 5–8. The annual research 
forum “Foundations and Innovations” will take place on 
August 7. See http://www.archivists.org.
UNESCO Memory of the World Program
To celebrate the twentieth anniversary of this program, 
an international conference, “The Memory of the World 
in the Digital Age: Digitization and Preservation,” will be 
held September 26–28 at the Sheraton Vancouver Wall 
Centre in Vancouver, British Columbia. The conference 
will explore the main issues affecting the preservation of 
digital documentary heritage in order to develop strategies 
that will contribute to greater protection of digital assets. 
See http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-
information/events/calendar-of-events/events-websites/
the-memory-of-the-world-in-the-digital-age-digitization-
and-preservation/ or http://ow.ly/aPU4V.
(Continued from page 40)
7. “Ohio Electronic Records Committee (OERC) 
Update,” Ohio Archivist 35:2 (Fall 2004): 3, http://
ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/soa/images/a/ae/OAFall2004.
pdf#page=3 (8 May 2012).
8. David Landsbergen and Angela Crandall, “Electronic 
Records in the State of Ohio: A Study Prepared for 
The Electronic Records Committee of Ohio,” John 
Glenn Institute of Public Policy and Service, The Ohio 
State University (2005): iv, http://ohsweb.ohiohistory 
.org/ohioerc/images/5/50/ERCReport-20050330.pdf 
(8 May 2012).
9. The Ohio Electronic Records Committee, “Su-
perseded Bylaws,” http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/
ohioerc/images/3/32/OhioERC-Bylaws-20041206-
Superseded.pdf (8 May 2012).
10. The Ohio Historical Records Advisory Board, 
“OHRAB Home,” http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/
ohrab/index.php?tit le=The_Ohio_Historical_
Electronic Currents
(Continued from page 30)
(Continued on page 41)
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Other News—Jennie Thomas, Editor, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum
Civil War Manuscripts digitized
During the Civil War, more than 70,000 Texans served in 
the Confederate Army, and 2,000 joined the Union Army. 
At the University of North Texas Libraries’ Archives and 
Rare Books Department and Digital Projects Unit, an 
NHPRC-supported project has been completed to help 
tell their story. 
The Library has digitized and placed eight archival 
collections on the Portal to Texas History, http://texashis-
tory .unt .edu/, which offers more than 250,000 pages of 
material from archives, historical societies, small and large 
libraries, museums, and private collections from all areas 
of Texas. Collections digitized include the A.C. Lenert 
Memorandum Book from 1862–1865, a Texas Legion 
soldier’s daily log of the shelling, artillery attacks, and the 
intensity of fighting at the Battle of Vicksburg; letters of a 
Confederate doctor who treated soldiers in Arkansas and 
Texas; the diary of a Union sympathizer who fled Texas 
during the war to live in Illinois; military orders and diaries 
of a Union officer who led a company in the U.S. Colored 
Cavalry (the Buffalo Soldiers) during Reconstruction; 
papers documenting the activities of a Texas sheriff and 
tax collector in Montague County, which illustrate the 
difficulty of collecting taxes and the increase in criminal 
activity after the Civil War; letters between a soldier serv-
ing in the Confederate Army in Galveston County and 
his father; and ledger books from Cooke County, TX, 
including criminal docket records, convict labor records, 
and a jail register.
Anyone interested in the Civil War will find something 
of value among these easily accessible materials about this 
seminal event in American history. 
U.S. Chapter of Archivists without Borders International
We are proud to announce the formation of a U.S. Chapter 
of Archivists without Borders International. The organiza-
tion’s primary objective is cooperation in the sphere of 
archives work in countries where the documentary heritage 
is in danger of disappearing or suffering irreversible dam-
age, with particular emphasis on the protection of human 
rights. Numerous other countries, including Spain, France, 
Mexico, and Brazil already boast chapters of Archivists 
without Borders, and we are seeking input and interested 
individuals to create an action and advocacy group in the 
United States. If you are interested in joining or assisting 
us, please send an E-mail to Archivists without Borders–
U.S. at awb.us.chapter@gmail.com, and visit our blog for 
more developments and information: http://awbuschapter 
.wordpress.com.
Records_Advisory_Board (8 May 2012); ARMA 
International, “Home Page,” http://www.arma.org/ (8 
May 2012); The Ohio Electronic Records Committee, 
“Guidelines-Seminars,” http://ohsweb.ohiohistory 
.org/ohioerc/index.php?title=Guidelines#Seminars 
(8 May 2012).
11. WGTE Public Media, “Knowledge Stream,” http://
www.knowledgestream.org/ (8 May 2012).
12. The Ohio Electronic Records Committee, “Guide-
lines-Tip Sheets,” http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/
ohioerc/index.php?title=Guidelines#Tip_Sheets (8 
May 2012).
13. For more information on the OhioERC by-
laws and administrative procedures, see http://
o h s w e b . o h i o h i s t o r y. o r g /o h i o e r c / i n d e x .
php?title=Bylaws#Effective:_January_25.2C_2012-
Present and http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/ohioerc/
index.php?title=Bylaws#OhioERC_Administrative_
Procedures.
Electronic Currents
(Continued from page 40)
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President (2011–2013)
Ellen Swain
Archivist for Student Life and Culture
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Archives Research Center
1707 South Orchard Street
Urbana, IL 61801
Phone: 217-333-7841
eswain@illinois.edu
Vice President (2012–2014)
Menzi Behrnd-Klodt (2012-2014)
Vice President
Xyte, Inc.
979 Jonathon Dr., Suite B
Madison, WI 53713-3226
Phone: 608-327-1000
Fax: 608-327-1001
menzi@xyte.com
Treasurer (2012–2014)
Daardi Sizemore (2012-2014) 
Department Chair, Library Services
Archives and Special Collections 
Librarian
Minnesota State University Mankato
P.O. Box 8419
Mankato, MN 56002-8419
Phone: 507-389-5949
Fax: 507-389-5155
daardi.sizemore@mnsu.edu
Secretary (2011–2013)
Joshua Ranger
Archivist
University of Wisconsin–Oshkosh
Forrest Polk Library
800 Algoma Boulevard
Oshkosh, WI 54901
Phone: 920-424-0828
ranger@uwosh.edu
Council
Michael Doylen (2010–2013) 
Archives Department Head
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee
UWM Libraries/Archives Department 
P.O. Box 604 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0604 
Phone: 414-229-6980
doylenm@uwm.edu
Jennifer I. Johnson (2012-2015)
Associate Archivist
Corporate Archives/Corporate Affairs
Cargill, Inc.
15407 McGinty Road West, MS-70, 
Wayzata, MN 55391
Phone: 952-742-4034 
Fax: 952-742-4700 
Jennifer_I_Johnson@cargill.com
Dina Kellams (2010–2013)
Associate Archivist
Indiana University
Office of University Archives and 
Records Management
1320 East Tenth Street
Herman B Wells Library E460
Bloomington, IN 47405
Phone: 812-855-2323
dmkellam@indiana.edu
Kathy Koch (2011–2014)
Archivist-Librarian
American Association of Nurse Anesthetists
222 South Prospect Avenue
Park Ridge, IL 60068-4037
Phone: 847-655-1106
Fax: 847-692-6968
kkoch@aana.com
Janet Olson (2011–2014)
Assistant University Archivist
Northwestern University Archives
1970 Campus Drive
Evanston, IL 60208-2300
Phone: 847-491-3136
j-olson@northwestern.edu
Ex Officio Council
Archival Issues Editorial Board
Barbara Floyd (2011–2013)
Director of Special Collections/ 
University Archivist
University of Toledo
William S. Carlson Library
2801 West Bancroft Street
MS# 509
Toledo, OH 43606
Phone: 419-530-2170
barbara.floyd@utoledo.edu
development Coordinator
Ryan A. Ross (2012–2014)
Illinois History and Lincoln Collections
University of Illinois Library at 
Urbana-Champaign
322 Library
1408 W. Gregory Drive
Urbana, IL 61801
Phone: 217-333-6373
rross2@illinois.edu
Education Committee
Amy Cooper Cary (2011–2013)
Director, Archival Studies Program
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee
School of Information Studies
P.O. Box 413, Bolton Hall 588
Milwaukee, WI 53201
Phone: 414-229-6929
amyccary@uwm.edu
Karen Spilman (2011–2013) 
Processing Coordinator
Archives and Special Collections
University of Minnesota
315 Andersen Library
222 21st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone: 612-626-2531 
hoft0003@umn.edu
MAC Newsletter Editor
Jennie Thomas (2011–2013)
Head Archivist
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum
Library and Archives
2809 Woodland Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115
Phone: 216-515-1942
jthomas@rockhall.org
Membership Committee
David McCartney (2011–2013)
University Archivist
Department of Special Collections
University of Iowa Libraries
100 Main Library
Iowa City, IA 52242-1420
Phone: 319-335-5921
Fax: 319-335-5900
david-mccartney@uiowa.edu
Public Information Officer
Adriana Cuervo (2012–2014)
Assistant Archivist for Music and Fine 
Arts 
Sousa Archives and Center for American 
Music
University of Illinois
1103 South Sixth Street, MC-524
Champaign, IL 61820
Phone: 217-244-9309 
Fax: 217-244-8695
acuervo@illinois.edu
Vendor Coordinator
Nicole Garrett (2012-2014)
Marilyn Crandell Schleg Memorial
Archivist and Special Collections 
Librarian
United Methodist Church West Michi-
gan Conference Archivists
602 E. Cass St.
Albion, MI 49224
Phone: 517-629-0487
ngarrett@albion.edu
Webmaster
Stephanie Giordano (2012-2014)
Archivist
Rotary International
One Rotary Center
1560 Sherman Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201
Phone: 847-866-3000
Stephanie.Giordano@rotary.org
Committee Chairs
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship 
for Minority Students Committee
Alison Stankrauff (2012–2014)
Archivist and Associate Librarian
Franklin D. Schurz Library
Indiana University South Bend
P.O. Box 7111
South Bend, IN 46634
Phone: 574-520-4392
astankra@iusb.edu
Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time 
MAC Meeting Attendees
Lydia Lucas (2012–2014)
1493 Grandview Ave. E
Maplewood, MN 55109
Phone: 651-777-4964
lydialucas@usfamily.net
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Louisa Bowen Memorial Graduate 
Scholarship
Helen Conger (2012–2014)
Archivist
Case Western Reserve University 
Archives
20 University West
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44106-7229
Phone: 216-368-6774
Fax: 216-368-0482
hconger@case.edu
Nominating Committee
Anke Voss (2012–2014)
Director
Champaign County Historical Archives
Urbana Free Library
210 West Green Street
Urbana, IL 61801-5326
Phone: 217-531-7040
Fax: 217-531-7088
avoss@tufl.info
Presidents’ Award
Elisabeth Wittman (2011–2013)
Archival Specialist
City of Chicago
Office of the City Clerk
121 North La Salle Street, Room 107
Chicago, IL 60602-1295
Phone: 312-744-2193
Elisabeth.Wittman@cityofchicago.org
Annual Meeting Local 
Arrangements Committee
2013, Indianapolis, IN
Christine H. Guyonneau
University Archivist and Associate 
Librarian 
Frederick D. Hill Archives 
University of Indianapolis
1400 East Hanna Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46227
Phone: (317) 788-3431
guyonneau@uindy.edu
Noraleen A. Young
Consulting Archivist
Past to Present
3410 Chamberlin Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46237
Phone: (317) 797-5259
noraleenyoung@sbcglobal.net
Annual Meeting Program 
Committee
2013, Indianapolis, IN
Meg Miner
University Archivist &  
Special Collections Librarian
PO Box 2900 
Illinois Wesleyan University
Bloomington, IL 61702
Phone: (309) 556-1538
mminer@iwu.edu
Anne Thomason
Assistant Archivist
Earlham College, Lilly Library
801 National Road West
Richmond IN 47374
Phone: (765) 983-1743
thomaan@earlham.edu
Symposium Organizing 
Committee
Local Arrangements Coordinator, 
2012, Cincinnati, OH
Anne Ryckbost
Northern Kentucky University
Special Collections and Archives
Steely Library 104
Highland Heights, KY 41099
Phone: 616-403-0609
ryckbosta1@nku.edu
Program Coordinator, 2012, 
Cincinnati, OH
Lisa Sjoberg
College Archivist
Concordia College
901 8th Street South
Moorhead, MN 56562
Phone: 218-299-3180
sjoberg@cord.edu 
MAC Officers—Continued
Local Arrangements Coordinator, 
2013, Green Bay, WI
Debra Anderson
Archives and Area Research Center 
Coordinator
David A. Cofrin Library
University of Wisconsin–Green Bay
2420 Nicolet Drive
Green Bay, WI 54311-7001
Phone: 920-465-2539
andersod@uwgb.edu
Program Coordinator, 2013,  
Green Bay, WI
Joshua Ranger
Archivist
University of Wisconsin–Oshkosh
Forrest Polk Library
800 Algoma Boulevard
Oshkosh, WI 54901
Phone: 920-424-0828
ranger@uwosh.edu
Time-Sensitive Material
Midwest Archives Conference
4440 PGA Boulevard, Suite 600
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
MAC Membership Form
Name __________________________________________Phone ___________________________________
Institution ______________________________________Fax _____________________________________
Title ___________________________________________E-mail __________________________________
Business Address _________________________________________________________________________
City/State _______________________________________________________ Zip  Code _______________
Mailing Address (if different from above) ______________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________________________
  New Membership  Change of Address  Renewal
Membership fees: $30 Individual, $60 Institutional. The membership year runs from January to December. Make 
checks payable to Midwest Archives Conference. Mail check and this form to Midwest Archives Conference,  
4440 PGA Boulevard, Suite 600, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410.
